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Public Input Hearing, at Culver City Hall

Good Evening Commissioners,

My name is Keith Chatprapachai: [ am a Secretary-General of Thai-American
Chamber of Commerce of California, a Non—Profit Organization representing over 100
business owners around Thai Town.

[ came to the hearing before you in LA on April 28, 2011 on behalf of the 103
members of the Thai-American Chamber of Commerce of California and very much
appreciated your consideration. In the first draft released last Friday you have included
Thai Town as part of the other 5 API communities namely Korean Town, China Town,
Little Tokyo, Thai Town and Historic Filipino for the Senate District.

However, for the Assembly District you have proposed splits Thai Town into two
separate Assembly Districts. This would have a significant impact on us. We have learned
from the past 10 years of being straddled between two council districts, community
interests and needs were not well served, and we are asking you to make a small change on
Hollywood Blvd. to include all Thai Town into one Assembly District.

Thank you so much for your consideration.

Sincerely,

V2L

Keith Chatprapachai

Secretary-General
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San Fernando, Santa Clarita,
Conejo, Simi and Antelope Valleys

Reseda Pursues
Lost Popularity

Merchants Want Revitilization to
Woo Customers Back From Malls

By GABE FUENTES, TVmes Staff Writer

Along Sherman Way in Reseda,
cars whir day and night past a sign
that reads: “Heseda Hub of Lhe
West Valley.'

In the 19608 Reseda was the
west San Fernando Yaliey's shop-
ping hub But now, merchanis say,
the passing cars don't $L0p, 50 the
people inside them don't shop--at
least not in Reseda. Like the com.-
munity il describes, the old,
cracked, weather -worn sign needs
a face Jift,

A citizens pane! last week pro.
pased & plan Lo inject some iife into
the retail area at Sherman Way and
Reseda Boulevard, which hag been
bied dry by enclosed shapping
malis. The plan is an atlempt to
attract new office development and
spruce up ihe aging commercial
sirips to ance again attract strotling
shoppers.

One ol 12 achieve that aim is ta
ban certan businesses, such as
autemotive repair shops, which the
plan calig unnecessary and uhde-
sirabile in a shopping area,

The panel. knewn a3 the Citizens
Advisory Committee and PP d

an Joy Pieus. studied Reseda’s
problems for two Years. Lasi year,
al Pieuy’ behest, the council ips.
posed temporary development re-
strictions ¢ ted to remain in
effect until the council acts on the
commitiee’s plan,

Despite their enthusiasm for the
plan. committee members admit
that mending Reseda’s cronomic
wounds probably will be a long,
uphill affort

“IUs a big order,” gaid the Rev.
Lyle Gordon, a Baptist minister
who chaired the 14-member com-
mitkee. "It can't be done overnight,
but we hope that what we've done
will be a long-range solution to
siap any further deterioration of
downtown a."

Although some commercial
landlords in Reseda have eriticized
the plan, saying it would limit their
options in developing their land,
propanerts say the business cofi-
mate can only worsen if Resoda
sn'teleaned up.

So few shoppers walk the streets
of Regeda that delicatessen owner

by Los Angeles Cily Councilwom -

Eric Ruby e resorts o gim-
micks 10 get motorists out of their

€ars to buy his rib speciais, Every
evening, Rubanowilz has an om.
ployee stand in. front of his Reseda
Boulevard restaurani waving a
wooden sign ot in the shape of a
Mg

"Nobody goes o Reseda,” he

famented,

That's an exaggeratun, of
eoarse, bul shoiping aalls have
steadily sapped Heseda of ity eus-
lamers, Houtiques oml drogs shisps
have been replaced by theift stores
et adite repair shops. Fven wgrh -

An aging sign recalls a bygone
ora for Resoda’s once-popular
shopping district, Today's
merchants must use creative
marketing tachniques to lure
customers from modern
shopping malls 10 the city's
rundown retail center.

birhood vesidents stappead shop
P WY an area that ape
peaple from miles aromnd

e w

e commitice’y recommenda
Lions cover an arca roughly aleng
Sherman Way betwoen Hespirra

Please sec RESEDA, Page 10
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RESEDA: Merchants Want to Woo

Continued from Page 8
and Wilbur avenues and Reseda
E b icoy and

Kittnd
No pew sutomotive businesses

City
year. About 40 other types of new
businesses, including thrit stores,
pornographic businesses and
g sl oo

Zoning laws would be o

of Sherman Way and a six-story
office bu on another. Al
development would have to con-
?«mw?cphz;mmrrmhr
andseaping, p s hting,
mmﬂmmuﬁs" -

Iustead of
big malls, the envisions a
futwre Reseda
parsble w the ' strip of
specialty stores along Ventura
Boulevard west of Van Nuys Boui-
evard in Sherman

“It's not like driving into Glen-
dale,” which has & reputation as a
pleasant place to shop on foot, said
Steve Aufhauser, a committee

member and cwner of an art supply
storeon Reseda He said

offiee .t
es and to entice developers into the
arca, Perrin

Customers From Malls

some properties.

“Ungprofitable and unsalable
commercial properties will accel-
erate Reseda's decline,” he said.

“I people find Ventura Boule-
kR
ve, say,
‘Hey, look at Reseda. It’s viable and
iU'seentrally located,” " she said.

itk af

expected to remain in
effect until the City Council decides
on the Resedaplan.

is not

based on fears that the plan would

<cost him money. In fact, he believes

that his land would

valuable because the plan would

restrict space for automotive busi-
nesses. -

Richter said he opposed the plan

332,991 in 1988, according to the
u.s, ¢ B; on, the

com-
plained 1o building inspectors
Mmauc&yrep-inm that was

Staring engine parts in an apen area

visible from the street.

Fixing Reseda might require lit-
tie more than improving the area's
loaks, Kinzle said. and
other propased improvements, in-
cluding two crosswalks and six
traffic lights to ease walking

the zrea, can make a
difference. she said.

Zwick agreed. “The area is not
clean,” he said, “People are not
drawn 0 it to shop, and I think the

leani and land: g and
things like that are real important.”

- Share Your Views

The Valley Edition of The Times
welcomes the views of readers
Letters should be as brief as possi-
ble and are subject to cond i
‘They must include signature. vaiid
mailing address and telephone
number. Pseudonyms and initials
will not be used. Send letters to:
Valley Bditor, Los Angeles Timos.
20000 Prairie St., Chatsworth
91311,
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(Describe any non-partisan organizations in South L.A /statewide in which
you may be involved and people you may be representing through your
testimony)

(State whether you can elect a candidate of choice in the Assembly, Senate
or Congressional district drawn by the CRC in the first draft maps/whether
you believe that the district accurately reflects your communities of
interest.)

The /3(9‘9677\/;7[% J W%/ M, district(s) in the

draft maps )
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My name is Leslie Gersicoff.  am a Jewish community professional from the Fairfax area.

I am here today to present testimony on the Mid-City West area community making up Beverly Hills,
Westwood, Fairfax, Pico-Robertson, Hancock Park and Beverlywood.

I do not claim to speak on behalf of any of the organizations I am about to mention, but their location and
service area clearly shows a community of interest that this Commission did not recognize in drafting the
first round of maps.

Since the 1960s, this area has made up the core of the Jewish community. We have over 25 synagogues in
this area: the Jewish Federation is located on the north side of Wilshire just off La Cienega along with over
15 Jewish communal organizations in the area, ranging from Jewish Labor Committee on 3rd & Flores, the
National Council of Jewish Women on Fairfax, just north of Canter’s, the American Jewish Committee
located on Pico & Rexford, the Simon Weisenthal Center in Pico-Robertson, the Anti Defamation League in
Westwood just across from Century City and the Skirball Museum at Mulholland and Sepulveda.

The one Jewish hospital in Los Angeles is Cedar Sinai.

Neighborhood Councils such as Mid-City West, South Robertson and Greater Wilshire have large Jewish
representation.

Organizations like Community Enhancement Services provides heating assistance for the elderly and poor
from Hancock Park to Fairfax to Pico Robertson. Organizations like SOVA and the Freida Mohr Senior
Center serve the large senior population that lives in these areas.

More than 15 Orthodox synagogues dot La Brea, Highland, Olympic and Pico. There are three major
Persian Jewish synagogues in Beverly Hills, Westwood and Fairfax.

The Holocaust Museum anchored in Pan Pacific Park serves as the location for Yom Hashoah, the day that
Auschwitz was liberated.

There are also a number of Jewish day schools in the area including Sinai Akiba in Westwood, Pressman
Academy at Beth Am on La Cienega just south of Olympic and Temple Isaiah at Pico next to the Fox Studios
lot.

I recognize that religious affiliation may not be a factor the way other classes may be, but there is a clear
community of interest that exists, linking Westwood, Beverly Hills, Pico Robertson, Beverlywood, Hancock
Park, Beverly-Fairfax, Beverly Hills and even Bel Air. The proposed district map(s) dilutes this community
of interest by adding in neighborhoods that are not really connected to these areas.

Coastal communities such as Venice, Marina Del Rey, Westchester and even Santa Monica don’t have the
same character, demographics or resources as the communities east of the 405, Just like the Asian
communities such as Thai Town and Koreatown have a distinct and different character, demographic
profile and resources.

Yes there are other distinct Jewish communities in Los Angeles. The Valley has its own distinct
synagogues, organizations and resources, as does portions of Pacific Palisades and Brentwood, but the
Valley is very different from the Mid-City West region and, distinct and separate from the core of
communities I describe. Traffic patterns, different demographics and geography such as the Hollywood
Hills and the 405 keep make them unique.

Thank you for permitting me to enter these comments into the record.
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The California Citizens
Redistricting Commission
Should Publish DVC Scores
with Redistricting Plans

Thomas R. Belin, Ph.D.

Public comment for June 16, 2011
public input hearing of the California
Citizens Redistricting Commission

My name is Tom Belin. I was Speaker 83 at the April 28 Los Angeles public
input hearing, and I submitted a written public comment on May 24 including a
journal article I co-wrote describing a “density-variation/compactness” or DVC
score, which is a one-number summary based only on census data and
geography that can be used to evaluate redistricting plans. We showed in our
article that plans having higher DVC scores tended to have less partisan bias and
more districts where close elections could be expected.

It's not reasonable to expect citizens to judge how a redistricting plan will
operate at a state-wide level simply by looking at a map of districts. If you
would give us DVC scores alongside plans, as requested in multiple public
comments, citizens could make further use of census data in informing their
judgments. Next slide.



Why CCRC should publish DVC
scores with redistricting plans

* Access: Calculation of DVC score requires access
to specialty software

* Data quality: DVC scores depend on numerical
precision of intermediate calculations

* Freedom of information: Public record documents
scientific foundation of DVC scores and public
interest in DVC scores

* Accountability: DVC scores will help keep CCRC
accountable to voters, analogous to on-time arrival
statistics keeping airlines accountable to consumers

I've urged the Commission to calculate and report a DVC score for each plan
you bring forward for public consideration. If you were to block the release of
this information and dictate that citizens are on their own, access to DVC
information would be sharply limited, lack of standardization would give rise to
all kinds of confusion, freedom-of-information principles would be violated, and
accountability would be lost.

As T outlined in my May 24 public comment, it would be possible for you to
report DVC information in entirely descriptive terms, such as, “The Commission
received requests to publish information on density-variation/compactness
(DVC) scores as outlined in a recent article in an academic Jjournal [reference].
The DVC scores associated with the plans put forward here are 2.19 for
Congressional districts, 3.37 for State Assembly districts, 1.47 for State Senate
districts, and 13.16 for Board of Equalization districts.”
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESCUE

Dear Redistricting Commissioners,

We request that this letter be entered into the record for the Los Angeles County
region regarding redistricting considerations.

The Los Angeles Orthodox community constitutes roughly one-quarter to one-fifth
of Los Angeles’ 621,000 Jewish population, and is made up of a combination of
Modern Orthodox and Hasidic Jews, most of whom trace their roots to Eastern
European Jewish popuiations that move to the area from the 1920z to the 19405 or
Middle East Jewish populations that moved here from the 1970s to the 1990s.

We follow strict religious observance as set forth in the first five books of the
Hebrew Bible. We do not operate cars or machinery on Saturdays and worship and
conduct education separated by gender. We also follow strict rules regarding
preparation of food, which requires that we only shop at stores and restaurants that
follow these rules and are certified by a rabbi that they have done so.

Because of our deep religious observance and limitations on our transportation on
the Sabbath, these populations tend to focus on tightly-knit neighborhoods in the
Beverly-Fairfax area, Hancock Park and Pico Robertson/Beverlywood (see the map
below), with smaller populations in southern Beverly Hills and Valley Village in the
San Fernando Valley.
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The communities in the Los Angeles Basin are particularly interdependent, sharing
their own ambulance service (Haztolah), utilizing the only Jewish hospital in the
region at Cedar Sinai and attending over 20 small private schools and forty or more
synagogues in the area.

Hatzolah: Los Angeles, California 90035
ine B - Acminsi
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EMERGENCY MEDICAL RESCUE

We have strong representation on the three neighborhood councils covering the
region (South Robertson, MidCity-West and Greater Wilshire), all of whose borders
also closely mirror those of our community.

Most of our businesses are locally owned, in walking distance, and cater to the needs
of the religiously observant in the neighborhood.

In the past, our Los Angeles Basin communities have been divided between districts,
such as between the 427 apd 474 Assembly District, the 23+ and 26t Senate
District and the 30th and 33rd Congressional District. Only our County Supervisorial
district has kept our community representation whole.

Because of the distinct character of our community and the importance of having
representation that understands our unique cultural and religious observances, we
would like to set forth in the strongest terms our desire to keep our representation
under a single Assembly, State Senate and Congressional district, uniting the
Beverly-Fairfax, Hancock Park and Pico-Robertson/Beverlywood areas into single
districts.

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely,

Z/'- @)ﬂ’\r\vxve -

Hatzolah: FLOS Angeles, California 90035 + E-mail
-hour Emergency Hotline:
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DEL REY HOMEOWNERS AND NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION
June 16, 2011

VIA EMAIL, U.S.P.S. and HAND DELIVERY
Citizens Redistricting Commission

901 P Street Suite 154-A

Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: The Del Rey Neighborhood of Los Angeles

Ladies and Gentlemen:

Angeles, but we do have a smal] section that is unincorporated county land. Our primary
boundaries are: Marina del Rey on the “west,” Playa Vista on the “south,” Culver City on
the “east,” and on the “north,” the alleys behind the Culver City businesses that front on
Washington Blvd..

For the residents and businesses of De] Rey, we would like to have ONE Congressional
District, ONE State Senate District, ONE Assembly District and ONE Board of
Equalization District. Presently, we do have ONE State Senator, Ted Lieu, and ONE
Board of Equalization member, Chairman Jerome Horton.

However, we have THREE Congressional Districts: 36" (formerly Jane Harman, west of
Centinela Ave.); 35" Maxine Waters (east of Centinela Ave.); and 33", Karen Bass, zip
code 90232.

We also have THREE Assembly Districts: 51%, Steven Bradford; 53 Betsy Butler; and
47" Holly J. Mitchell.

From the first Congressional redistricting map (Crenshaw-Leimert Park) that was posted
on Friday, June 10, 2011, it appears that you have kept all of Del Rey in a single
Congressional district that does not include Culver City, but does include Marina del Rey
and the Los Angeles International Airport. That is a good choice for us, and we would

o
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Citizens Redistricting Commission
Public Input Hearing — Culver City
June 16, 2011

Page 2

recommend that the boundaries of our Senate and Assembly districts be patterned as
closely as possible after those of the proposed Congressional district..

advisable because many of the families that live in the castern part of Del Rey are
involved with schools and recreational facilities in the western part of Del Rey.

We have no problem with remaining in the Board of Equalization’s Los Angeles district.

Del Rey is a “community of interest” as that term is defined by the state Constitution.
Del Rey celebrated its 105% anniversary in 2008, and it would like to celebrate its 110t
anniversary by being recognized as a single political unit in Congress and in the state
Legislature.

Thank you for your consideration.
Very truly yours,

DEL REY HOMEOWNERS & NEIGHBORS ASSOCIATION
oy e Q. felaob—

Elizabeth A. Pollock
President

Enclosure: Map of Del Rey
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I am here today to share my perspectives on the First Draft maps. The Commission’s maps affect my representation in

the following way:
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The following communities share common social and economic characteristics to my community. (state the
neighborhoods):
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