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I,nlandACtion A non-profit, non-partisan corporation of public spirited
leaders who have joined together to be catalysts for the

economic well-being of the Inland Empire region of California
@

l‘ INLAND EMPIRE
ECONOMIC PARTNERSHIP

PRESS RELEASE Contact: Carole Beswick

BUSINESS LEADERS: 4.2 MILLION PEOPLE
DESERVE A STRONG VOICE

Inland Action, Inc. & the Inland Empire Economic Partnership (IEEP) support a Redistricting
Plan that unifies the Inland Empire.

SAN BERNARDINO - Inland Action, Inc., and the Inland Empire Economic Partnership (IEEP), both non
partisan, non-profit groups of business leaders from San Bernardino and Riverside Counties have rallied behind a
comprehensive draft redistricting maps that divides fewer cities, creates more compact seats, preserves minority
representation, and keeps the Inland Empire as a single region.

Inland Action is comprised of 50 members, including local businesses, professionals, hospitals, universities and
colleges. Formed in 1962, they have a general goal of promoting economic development within The Inland
Empire. Their membership includes individuals and businesses that live and work in the Inland Empire. The
group travels to Washington D.C. and Sacramento annually to advocate on a variety of issues and projects
specific to the region.

The Inland Empire Economic Partnership (IEEP) is the private, non-profit regional economic development
organization for the Inland Empire. The Mission of the Inland Empire Economic Partnership is to help create
regional voice for business and quality of life.

While many groups and organizations have expressed single issue or single city interests to the Commission,
Inland Action wanted to embark on an exercise that added value to the tough task ahead of the Commission.

The Inland Empire has 4.2 million residents, over 27,000 square miles, and is the 13" largest Metropolitan Region
in the United States. The southwest corner of the Inland Empire contains the San Bernardino-Riverside urban
area (as defined by the Census Bureau), that is richly diverse with socio-economic demographics similar to other
large urban areas in California and a shared interest in promoting smart, sustainable urban communities with good

jobs-housing balance.

We have developed policy objectives that pay careful attention to the redistricting guidelines of the Commission,
and developed the following synopsis of our proposed Assembly, Senate, and Congressional district maps for the
Inland Empire:

1. All of the maps created for Congress, Senate, and Assembly are 0% deviation. They are also
compact, contiguous, and two Assembly seats are nested within each Senate seat. Compared to the
CRC Draft Maps we also draw 8 seats that are at least 25% more compact, giving Inland
Empire residents a greater opportunity to interact with their elected representatives.



&2

2. With few exceptions, we have kept local communities whole, which we believe is critical to
representing the widely varying geographies and demographics of the Inland Empire. We were also
successful in reducing the total number of cities split from to 6 across all of the maps. We reduce the
number of cities split by 33%.

3. We feel that Cities within the Inland Empire should be represented by elected officials primarily
serving the region. Compared to the commission draft maps, our alternative gives 470,000 more
residents of the Inland Empire regional representation rather than carving them into districts
elsewhere.

4. Astwo of the fastest growing counties and the second largest metropolitan area in California, we have
attempted to give a strong voice to this vital region of California, while being sensitive to the Voting
Rights Act by creating more opportunities for total representation within the Inland Empire. Today,
there is one State Senate, one State Assembly, and one Congressional District with a Latino CVAP
greater than 50%. Our maps have a State Senate, and State Assembly, and a Congressional district
that remains consistent with Section 2 of the Voting Rights Act. We maintain the VRA-protected
seats that exist today with these maps.

In creating of these proposed maps we feel we have met important policy goals outlined above, followed closely
the redistricting guidelines of the Commission, complied with the both legal requirements and the intent of the
Voting Rights Act to ensure minority representation, and demonstrated the ability to keep the Inland Empire
together as a single region so the 4.2 million residents will have a strong voice in the decisions made in our state
and federal government.

Attached are the maps of the State Senate (SD), State Assembly (AD), and Congress (CD) districts that Inland
Action is proposing for the Inland Empire. We have also attached a spreadsheet that summarizes some of the
basic demographic data, excluded communities, and cities split by both the CRC draft plan and our proposed
alternative.
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