Inland Empire African American Redistricting Coalition

The Inland Empire African American Redistricting Coalition (IEAARC) was established in 2001 to address community concerns about redistricting after the 2000 census. The group worked with other organizations to develop plans for the assembly, senate, and congress. IEAARC also provided input for the County Board of Supervisors, Board of Education, and two city councils that had single member districts. The primary mission for the group was to develop districts that would allow residents to have the opportunity to elect candidates that best represented their interests.

IEAARC is currently working with our community partners to provide input to the California Redistricting Commission during this new process. The purpose of this document is to highlight the districts that have developed in the Inland Empire. A central focus of these plans is to address the concerns of the African American community in this region relative to opportunities to elect candidates of color in very diverse communities.

The African American population in California in 2010 was about 2.2 million people or about 6% of the State. San Bernardino County’s population was slightly over two million or 5.5% of California. The African American population in San Bernardino at 170,700 represents 8% of the in California behind only Los Angeles County. These population variables indicate that any policies that impact Blacks in San Bernardino County are also impacting African Americans throughout the State.
There are two significant areas in the County where there are high concentrations of African Americans. Those areas are the “Ebony Triangle” and the Victor Valley. The Victor Valley area primarily includes the cities of Victorville, Apple Valley, Hesperia, and Adelanto. The Ebony Triangle includes an area that is a one-mile buffer around three freeways: I-10 on the South, I-215 on the East, and I-15 on the West. Historically, between 31% to 35% of all Blacks residing in San Bernardino County lived within the boundaries of the Ebony Triangle. This region from the Central Valley to the Westend includes the cities of San Bernardino, Rialto, Fontana, portions of Rancho Cucamonga, and the unincorporated communities of Muscoy and Bloomington. It should be noted that in San Bernardino County, Rialto is the only city in which the percentage of African Americans exceeds the percentage Whites.
The IEAARC strongly recommends that legislative districts at all levels keep these two areas intact to the degree legally feasible. In addition, we recommend that as many districts as possible be created that are completely within the County.
The districts in the plans developed by IEAARC meet the key redistricting criteria including:
· Comply with the federal constitution, including population equality requirements 

· Comply with the federal Voting Rights Act of 1965 

· Are  geographically contiguous 

· Respect the geographic integrity of any city, county, city and county, local neighborhood, or local community of interest to the extent possible without violating any preceding requirements 

· Are geographically compact to the extent practicable without conflicting with any preceding requirements 

· Senate districts are nested

The attached tables provide an overview of each district including population, voting age population, race/ethnicity, percentage of deviation from target population, and cities/places in the district.
