From: LAWSON_BRIAN
Date: Sat, Feb 5, 2011 at 8:51 PM
Subject: public comment for Feb. 10 meeting on 1991 Special Masters Report

To: votersfirstact@crc.ca.gov
Cc:k

Dear California Redistricting Commission Members:

Please consider the attached public comment for the February 10, 2011 meeting of the
commission.

Thank you,

-- Brian



Prepared February 5, 2011 for Commission meeting February 10, 2011

TO: California Redistricting Commission Members
FROM: Brian Lawson

RE: 1991 Masters Report

The handout for the February 10, 2011 meeting on the 1991 Masters Report is extremely valuable. It
would be a shame if poor formatting hinders commissioners from reading the report. Luckily the
report has been archived by the Institute for Governmental Studies at UC Berkeley in an easy to read
format on the web. The table of contents for the report, with clickable links for each section is
available at
http://igs.berkeley.edu/library/research/quickhelp/policy/redistricting/reapp90-report/final-toc.html
(also, included on the second page of this document)

There are three parts of the report which | believe you would find particularly useful. The entire report
and the additional material available are worth reading.

1) 1I-B Voting Rights Act This section does a good job of describing why section 2 of the voting
rights act (creation of minority-majority districts) is a more contentious part of the VRA than
the section 5 pre-clearance process. Keep in mind there has been 20 years of Supreme Court
case law since this section was written.

2) IV The Process Used In Drawing Plans This section may be useful in giving you one idea of how
the process of drawing districts for these different maps was approached. Not that you would
necessarily want to do it this way, but it is an example of the general approach.

3) Il Why We Reject Other Plans This section may be useful in giving you some idea of how the
Special Masters took ideas from some plans, while ultimately defending their own plan.

Finally, | would encourage you, after reading over this report, if you have questions, to take advantage
of Mr. McKaskle’s experience with this subject by asking him to share that experience with you in
whatever way he would be willing to participate.

| submitted a previous public comment in which | suggested that he had extensive knowledge he could
share with you and | still feel that is the case. In that public comment | mentioned that | thought
perhaps he would have “too much” experience and would end up guiding the commission. Given the
strong personalities on the commission | am sorry | made that suggestion. | hope if you have the
opportunity to select a replacement commissioner that you will make him your first choice. | have not
met Mr. McKaskle and do not know him personally.
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