
   
 

           

                     
                     

                           
               

                           
                           

                 
                   

                   
                         

                       

    
 

 
 

   

Cedric Reese 
Member Friends of the San Joaquin Valley 
Individual Testimony 

Regarding the Merced 12th California Senatorial District 

We respect the challenge the Commissioners face in designing what is today the 12th 
California Senatorial District. The 12th District has been a Central Valley placebased district. 
The Firstdrawn map of the 12th District is not a placebased creation. We encourage the 
Commissioners to consider placebased alignment in this District. Placebased Community is 
a community of people who are bound together because of where they reside, work, visit or 
otherwise spend a considerable amount of their time. In the early days of the United States 
these places were near river and canals; the water “pathways” creating “nodes on a network” 
connecting community of places. As modern day life emerged, these pathways are not now 
reflected by rivers or canals but marked by highways, by civic engagement, by retail sales, by 
school districts, by health care centers, by political engagement, by media distribution such as 
newspapers, radio and television. These are all linkages and multipliers with our local place. 

Can we say the proposed Merced 12th District voters living in Hollister or Santa Clara County 
shop in Los Banos or Merced, read the Merced SunStar or Modesto Bee, Drive Highway 99 or I5 
to work, watch Modesto TV stations or have their babies born at Mercy Hospital, Merced. Of 
course the answer is no. Those King City, Hollister and Santa Clara residents fail the test of being 
part of a Central Valley placebased district. We urge you to reconsider the Merced 12th District as 
it is currently proposed and apply the linkages and multipliers as described above. 

Cedric Reese 

 

Fresno, CA 93745 




