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CITY OF

SAN OSE | Xavier E. Campos

CAPITAL OF SILICON VALLEY

COUNCILMEMBER,
) DISTRICT 5
Friday, June 17, 2011

Citizens Redistricting Commission
901 P Street, Suite 154-A
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Commissioners:

As the representative of the City of San José’s Council District 5, I am writing to register
my strong opposition to the draft boundaries for the South Bay in Region VII because of
the detrimental impact it would have on the residents of East San José.

The new boundaries would divide a cohesive community of interest in East San José. As
defined by the most recent U.S. Census data, a majority of East San José’s residents
identify themselves as being Hispanic, approximately 62%, or support their families on
moderately low or low incomes. Overall, this constitutes a community of interest defined
by the broadly shared socio-economic conditions of the residents and their urban
character compared to the surrounding communities. The residents of East San José, who
currently have a unified voice, will lose the representation their community has in the
State Assembly.

Second, the proposed maps violate the spirit, if not the letter, of the Voting Rights Act by
dividing East San Jos¢ and its large Hispanic voting bloc into multiple Assembly
Districts. Two of the Assembly Districts in the draft map have no more than a 25%
Hispanic citizen voting age population. The third proposed Assembly district with a 44%
Hispanic citizen voting age population essentially combines what before was two
Assembly Districts. This plan creates a substantial barrier to the Hispanic electoral
impact in the largest Hispanic population center in Northern California.

We depend on the State Commission to fairly represent all communities of interest in .
California. Therefore I respectfully request that the Commission's next iteration of maps
respect the integrity of East San José. Thank you for your thoughtful consideration of my
request.

Sincerely,

L,

Xavier Canipos
Councilmember
City of San José

Enclosures: (3)
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June 15, 2011

Citizens Redistricting Commission
901 P Street,

Suite 154-A

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Commissioners:

1 am an elected member of the Board of Directors of the Santa Clara Valiey Water
District, representing District 6, which encompasses most of the East and Central areas of
San Jose. I write on behalf of my constituents to express our strong opposition to the
draft boundaries for the South Bay in Region VII because of the detrimental impact they
would have on the residents of our district which comprises a large part of San Jose.

The new boundaries would divide a cohesive community of interest in Fast and
Central San Jose. East San Jose self-identifies as a cohesive group of neighborhoods, and
it shares common characteristics with Central San Jose. Together they constitute a
community of interest defined by the broadly shared socio-economic conditions of their
residents and their urban character compared to the surrounding suburbs. The constituents
of Central and East San Jose, who before had a unified voice, will lose the representation
their community had in the state assembly.

More importantly, the proposed maps violate the spirit, if not the letter, of the
Voting Rights Act by dividing East San Jose and its large Hispanic voting bloc into three
assembly districts. Two of the assembly districts in the draft map have no more than a
25% Hispanic citizen voting age population. The third proposed assembly district with a
44% Hispanic citizen voting age population essentially combines what before was two
separate assembly districts. This plan creates a substantial barrier to Hispanic electoral
impact in the largest Hispanic population center in Northern California.

We depend on the State Commission to fairly represent all communities of
interest in California. Therefore we respectfully request that the Commission's next
iteration of maps respect the integrity of East and Central San Jose. Thank you for your
thoughtful consideration of our request.

Sincerely,

4944»—2—\4

Antonio (Tony) Estremera, Esq.





