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June 25, 2011

Donna Baciialupi

Montague, Ca, 96064

Citizens Redistricting Committee
910 P Street, Suite 154-A
Sacramento, Ca. 95814

Re: Redistricting Proposal for Siskiyou County
Atten: Commission Members

In response ta viewing the preliminary redistricting maps released by your commission, we are extreme-
ly disappointed in the apparent lack of information that you were given regarding our county, which
must have created this egregious error. Assuming that your staffs were charged with gathering know-
ledge about our area, they would have seen that Siskiyou County is an agricultural community with little
in common with the coastal counties. By separating the western part of our county, your commission
is eliminating representation to those residents, as the North Coast representatives would seldom come
to our county and would not understand our issues if they did come. Further, those residents affected
would not be interested or understand the issues on the North Coast.

Everything in our valleys are intertwined-- Qur school districts, our fire protection districts, our cemetery
districts, our transportation system, our one newspaper, We share, as stated in your criteria, communi-
ty interest, sharing common social and economic issues.

If your commission proceeds with the preliminary configuration, two of our supervisorial districts would
be split. How would this work? Would we have to rewrite all our lines or have more supervisors? We
assume that this would also increase election expenses as we would still be one county, but with the
need for double elections. Ohl maybe we could create an additional county. Seriously, just the cost of
ordering new stationery for all those additional districts would be an enormous expense at a time when
we are laying off employees. How would our Democratic and Republican organizations work? For ex-
ample, our Republican women belong to “Siskiyou County Republican Women.” Half our members
wouid be campaigning and voting for different state, local and special district candidates, likewise with
the Democratic Party. In fact, the only party not affected would be the Tea Party. And let’s look at our
cemetery districts. Two of our Shasta Valley cemeteries could end up in ancther district. Try telling that
to a dead person. Also, while we're talking about public cemeteries, they receive some of their income
from the timber tax, most of which comes from the Scott Valley west. By splitting the timber- heavy
part of our county off, the Shasta Valley Cemetery District might have to look at charging more for bu-
riafs. This split would literally affect from the cradle to the grave.

All of this is very perplexing, but, to reiterate, the really important issue is that the western part of our
county will not be represented by people who understand or care about the economic and agricultural
issues and lifestyles that we share, and, in some cases, are in direct opposition to us. They will very rare-
ly visit this area with only 7400+ voters. The road system from east to west is long and winding and
sometimes impassable in the winter. Also, just to mention a few problems, wouldn’t the North Coast
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Representatives have additional burdens in understanding the many issues facing agriculture, our coun-
ty codes, our health and safety codes, and our law enforcement priorities, or would they just choose to
ignore all of that?

We invite you to visit our valleys and have a hearing here. We will host you in gur homes to defray the
cost to the commission. By doing so you would have no doubts in your minds about the damage that
would be caused if you praceed with the preliminary configuration. Our county has been living and
working together since the time of the first settlements. We depend on each other like any family. We
haope you will reconsider your preliminary findings.

Respectfully submitted by

4 Y >

Donna Bacigalupi
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Sacramento, CA 95814

Re: Opposition to Redistricting Proposal for Siskiyou County

Dear Commission Members:

The Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors is unanimously opposed to the proposed split of
Siskiyou County into two separate Assembly, Senate and Congressional Districts. Enclosed
with this letter is a set of maps and CD containing these maps and charts, illustrating
alternatives to the Commission’s Draft 1 Maps which keep Siskiyou County whole and
balance population.

Your proposal for Siskiyou County contradicts your own stated criteria for drawing districts.
Your proposal separates communities of interest which share commeon social and economic
interests that should be included within a single district for effective and fair representation.
Siskiyou County is a rural agricultural area, in which people share similar living standards,
share the one and only means of countywide public transpertation and share access to the
only countywide newspaper that provides communication relevant to election processes.

In addition, your proposal with will result in splitting representation of Supervisorial Districts
5 including the incorporated cities of Fort Jones and Etna, Supervisorial District 3, Siskiyou
County Board of Education Areas 3, 6, and 7, Siskiyou Community College District Areas 3
and 7, Yreka Union High School District Areas 3 and 7, Siskiyou Union High School District,
Scott Valley Unified School District Area 1 and 2, Hornbrook Ele mentary School District,
Gazelle Elementary School District, Scott Valley Fire Protection District and Gazelle Fire
Protection District . The school and special districts affected by this proposal will incur a
significant increase in election expenses, as it will double ballot types, which in these
devastating economic times, they cannot afford. Additionally, the county will experience an
increase in direct and indirect election expenses due to a 37% increase in ballot types.

Your proposal as it stands will separate 7,401 Siskiyou County residents, which is
approximately 1/5™ of Siskiyou County’s population into the North Coast district. We are
concerned that the North Coast representatives will seldom come to Siskiyou County, speak
to our residents or understand our issues, which are entirely different that those of the
coastal communities, thus diluting their representation.

For the above reasons, we ask you to keep Siskiyou County whole in your redistricting
processes.

Thank you for your consideration,

P

Jim Cook, Chair
Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors

Jim Cook Ed Valenzuela Michae! Kobseff Grace Bennett Marcia H. Armstrong
District 1 District 2 District 3 District 4 District 5
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Thursday, June 23, 2011

ission

Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Commissioners:

I understand that it has been decided that Scott Valley should be changed into the
district with the northern California coast.

Scott Valley is a long way from Eureka and it would be a decided obstacle for us to
do any county business there rather than Yreka where we now go. It would be a real
hardship for our district supervisor and constituents to travel to meetings. Please look
again at the Siskiyou County map: roads, mountains, rivers and consider reversing your
deciston.

Thanks you,

%ﬁﬁeﬁ 473/@40@(4\
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June 22, 2011

Citizens Redistrictini Commission

Sacramento, CA 95814
Dear Commission Members:

We are sending our strong opposition to the proposed redistricting of Siskiyou
County.

As native Californians and having been residence of Scott Valley for 22 years we
have watched the slow loss of local control and the constant fight for our rights. This
plan isa blatant example of one more step to destroying this valley.

Please take into consideration the many comments you have received from
elected officials, ranchers and citizens of Siskiyou County. They have given you many
compelling arguments and also other suggestions.

Do not listen to those that wish the demise of what this valley is.

We are asking that you retain Siskiyou County whole !!

Thank you for your consideration.

Sincerely, e —

Stanley and Jeanette Lou%g%\'
|

- Etna, CA 96027
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Eric and Rachel Black RECEIVED o e, B

Fort Jones, CA 98032

Sacramento, CA 95814

June 21, 2011

To Citizens Redistricting Commission:

We are long term residents of Scott Valiey, Caiifornia. We voted for Doug LaMaifa and he has been an
excellent representative for our district.

We wili NOT give him up.
We do not want to be a part of a district that is far not only in distance but also in mindset.

This is exactly the opposite of “Fair Representation, Democracy at Work,” as is so nicely advertised on your
website.

Eric and Rachel Black
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REAION 4 S\SKIYou

June 21, 2011 RECEIVED Uil 27 B

P. O. Box 28
Etna, CA. 96027

iimiiii ii!imiiﬂn mission
acramento, CA. 95814

Dear Members,

The proposed first draft of the redistricting of Siskiyou County, especially the
Scott Valley area (Fort Jones/Etna) is ridiculous in my opinion! Due to the
fact that Siskiyou County is the second largest land mass in the State, with
the least amount of population, about 45,000 which is about eight (8) square
blocks of any major city, I see no reason at all to cut it up in such an idiotic
way.

I am also in full agreement with our County Clerk Colleen Setzer’s letter. I
have enclosed a copy of it for your review.

Thank you for your attention. T am
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Citizens Redistricting Commission June 23, 2011

Commission Members

This ietter is to urge you to stop and reconsider the re districting that will have a devastating
effect on Siskiyou County.

As was reveaied in an interview of one of your commission members that aired on our local
radio station, no commission member visited Siskiyou County nor was a local forum held to
get input on the redistricting. It was mentioned that tribal and fishing interest seemed to be
some of the driving factors in your decision.

Siskiyou County’s social and economic interests have very little in common with the coastal
area you are proposing to redistrict half our county into. We are a rural agricultural and
ranching community that has common goals and aspirations. We are threatened by outside
interests on multiple fronts, {(Dam removal, and expansion of national monuments, suction
dredge mining and water and property rights), we need solidarity to survive and maintain our
cuiture and ways of life. To do so, we need FAIR AND EFFECTIVE REPRESENTATION
something that can’t be obtained with half of our county being represented by folks that
know very little of our needs and issues.

Other issues, which come to mind, are:
Splitting of Supervisorial districts

Law enforcement co-ordination, Siskiyou Co Sheriff would be dealing with multiple district
representatives.

Media coverage of issues and information, we get no coastal media coverage. Half of our
county would not get coverage of issues affecting them.

We all share the same county government, county fair and active community groups that
reflect and uphoid our common interests.

Inclosing | urge you to follow an item in your redistricting criteria “RESPECT COUNTIES, CITIES,
COMMUNITIES OF INTEREST AND NEIGHBORHOODS WHERE POSSIBLE. Please consider
Siskiyou County as “WHERE POSSIBLE!

Thank You
LE Ay

Lawrence Castle
lanaca@sbcglobal.net
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