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Siskiyou County ~ Sheriff's Department

JON LOPEY
Sheriff

June 15, 2011

Citizens Redistricting Commission
910 P Street, Suite 154-A
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Honorable Commission Members:

The purpose of this letter is to express my strong opposition to the proposed redistricting of
Siskiyou County. As the elected Sheriff of Siskiyou County, I feel that this separation of state
and federal assembly, senate and congressional boundaries will adversely impact the public
safety, health, and potentially, the economic and social fabric of our county. 1am very alarmed
by the first draft of maps proposed by the Commission and can see absolutely no benefits to this
plan. : .

[ am in opposition to the proposed split of Siskiyou County into separate Assembly, Senate and
Congressional Districts, I am convinced that several communities of interest in the county
would be adversely affected. Your Commission’s proposal for Siskiyou County will result in
splits of Supervisorial Districts 5 including the incorporated cities of Fort Jones and Etna,
Supervisorial District 3, Siskiyou County Board of Education Areas 3, 6, and 7, Siskiyou
Community College District Areas 3 and 7, Yreka Union High School District Areas 3 and 7,
Siskiyou Union High School District, Scott Valley Unified School District Area 1 and 2,
Homnbrook Elementary School District, Gazelle Elementary School District, Scott Valley Fire
Protection District and Gazelle Fire Protection District.

Although the negative impact of this split are too numerous to mention, I will elaborate on a few
of the most compelling arguments to maintain the districts as they currently stand. The public
safety community in Siskiyou County has an excellent working relationship with Assemblyman
Nielsen, Senator LaMalfa and Congressmen Herger. These elected representatives know our
county and have the interests of our citizens as a priority. I have been a law enforcement
professional for over 33 years and have worked with our current elected representatives
intermittently for nearly 19 years. Placing us in the coastal districts will almost completely
climinate my ability and the capacity of our citizens to attend key events and meetings on a
regular basis due to distance, weather and expense. Currently, I have free access to my elected
representatives and do not have to drive three to five hours to visit them. I also believe the
coastal elected representatives have different law enforcement priorities and critical issues such
as agriculture, water rights, dam removal, endangered species, foresting, mining, recreation, and
general land use topics are significantly different in the coastal areas.
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1 know this because I once worked in Mendocino County and have occasionally worked in areas
like Humboldt County during my employment with the California Highway Patrol.

I firmly believe that the priority of a county united under the same elected representatives
promotes more effective, comprehensive and timely public health and safety. A separation of
our county along the proposed boundaries would inhibit my ability to address critical law
enforcement prevention, response and program responsibilities. Siskiyou County already has
tremendous budget challenges and has seen a significant decline in the economy and a divided
political approach to our problems will be potentially catastrophic. I have discussed this issue
with many county residents and I have not talked to one person who thinks this is a good idea.
Most people I have talked to view this as a deliberate political ploy with which to reduce the
voice and freedoms of county citizens, especially in relation to critical land and water use issues.

If this proposal is implemented, I am convinced that the people of Siskiyou County will have
very little if any voice and my concerns about public health and safety will not be addressed in a
timely or proper fashion. I'have had recent conversations with coastal county sheriffs and it is
evident that coastal political priorities and public safety perspectives are not compatible with the
priorities and issues that Siskiyou citizens most care about. Again, the majority of citizens here
view land use, water rights, marijuana cultivation, recreation, and many other issues differently,

Since this issue is a government-sponsored initiative which potentially impacts the public health,
safety, stability, and economy of Siskiyou County, and effects my ability to enforce the law and
conduct public safety programs, I respectfully request that the Commission conduct proper
coordination with me, a duly elected official, to ensure there is reasonable consistency in the
decision made by your Commission. In other words, my understanding of federal and state law
indicates that the Commission has an obligation to coordinate with me, the elected Sheriff of
Siskiyou County because of the negative impacts I predict will occur as a result of this
redistricting, should this realignment of boundaries be implemented in its current form. Since
federal funds are used for some of your activities and redistricting involves federal and state
districts and programs that will generate from this redistricting my interpretation of the law
reveal that the Commission is obligated to follow federal and state law in this regard to ensure
proper coordination and consistency is achieved.

Thank you for your consideration. I look forward to meeting with the Commission in the near
future to personally discuss my stro it is redistricting proposal. Should you have
any questions, please contact me, at

ncerely,

Jon E. Lopey, Sherift-Corone
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REGION ¢ S\ SK\Wou
T0; ‘CITIZENS REDISTRICTING COMMISSION’, RECEIVED
DEAR SIRS, JUN 28 111
REGARDING REDISTRICTING AND SPLITTING SISKIYOU'COUNTY, -
WE HAVE NOTHING IN COMMON WITH THE COAST AND HUMBOLT CO.

SISKIYOU COUNTY HUMBOLT COUNTY
WE GROW MEAT, GRAINS, HAY THEY GROW AND EXPORT
VEGETABLES AND FRUITS MARIJAUNA AND METHAM-
PHETAMINES
WE THIN AND CLEAN UP OUR THEY DON'T ALLOW THE
FORESTS AND KiLL ANIMALS CLEANING AND THINNING
ONLY FOR FOOD OF DIEING TREES- THEY DO
ALLOW TOTAL DESTRUCTION
WE PUT IN DAMS TO REGULATE BY FIRES AND DISEASE
WATER IN OUR RIVERS TO SAVE INCLUDING FLORA &FAUNA
FISH & AND KEEP WATER RUNNING “ Cmemmandaliats ”z%% aud
ALL YEAR ROUND THEY WANT TO TAKE OUT
THE DAMS-SO FISH WILL DIE
(THEY DON'T WALK OR FLY)
WE LIVE LESS THAN HOUR
OVER FROM THE OREGON MULTIPLE MOUNTAIN RANGES
BORDER, FOR CULTURE AND RIVERS SEPERATES WEST
AND LARGE CITY SHOPPING ERN SISKIYOU COUNTY FROM
AND SAVE MONEY TOO THE COAST-COSTING A FORTUNE

IN GAS & TRAVEL TIME. 5TO 8HR!
FURTHERMORE THE FACT THAT WE WERE NOT MADE AWARE OF THE
ONLY PUBLIC MEETING (HELD IN REDDING-100 MILES AWAY) UNTIL
AFTER THE FACT, REGARDING THE REDISTRICTING OF SISKIYOU CO.
PRETTY MUCH PROVES TO ME AND OTHER CITIZENS, OUR INPUT AND
REPRESENTATION DOES NOT COUNT.
WE DEFINITLY FROWN ON UN-EQUAL RIGHTS.
WE ‘THE PEOPLE IN SISKIYOU COUNTY’ DO USE AND COMPLY WITH THE
‘CALIFORNIA AND UNITED STATES OF AMERICA CONSTITUTIONS’ .

LETS DO THE RIGHT THING FOR EVERY-ONE.

Siscao Loy

SAtmn



-~ RECEIVED
- N HWI‘

 Pet

. R g 2 W//&w?_aé/%
| ;’7{@ me_#o?col‘/ Shvall Lotk 5/4%%(

| __ %bmﬁﬁmﬁwﬁm

' 7é= C |
A 72,
majowm//fcm,ma:;

‘?1‘7’ ;ZcuA-a Gl W
Ui %u &7; /

- Lo
) ?Wé/ ﬁ/{é M&Wk/ﬂf‘jﬁ‘* ‘LM

“Y st j&%



REGION 4 s1sKiyou

RECEIVED
JUn &8 Wit

Per

June 28, 2011

H jstricti ission
ento,

Re: Opposition to Redistricting Proposal for Siskiyou County
Dear Commission Members:

I am opposed to moving my part of Siskiyou County into the North Coast district.
This area does not have anything in common with the North Coast district.

Siskiyou County is a rural agricultural area and needs to remain that way,

Thank you for your assistance,

Drenea X, Jgrie

HAROLD B. TOZIER RANCH
Mrs. Dolores L. Tozier

ones,
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