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Dear Commissioners: 

  

I am writing to recommend that you replace Ms. Di Guilio-Matz with Paul McKastle as a non affiliated member 

of the Commission.  

  

I do not know Mr. McKastle; we shared a table at lunch some years ago and reminisced about redistricting.  You 

see, I was one of the people who did this job when Mr. McKastle did not.  I was on the Assembly redistricting 

staff in the years 1971-1973, prior to his first Masters redistricting, and headed the Republican legislative staff in 

the period 1981-1984.  The plan I helped prepare in December 1982 with my Democratic colleagues was one of 

the most extreme gerrymanders in California history.  We did the final work at midnight following a late night 

political agreement just prior to Gov. Jerry Brown leaving office.  We gave our work to our bosses at 9:00 am and 

the plan was passed before noon, with no maps, no hearings, no public process.  Yet it worked exactly as we had 

hoped, there was no change in the legislature for the next decade until Mr. McKastle’s work for the Supreme 

Court Masters in 1991.  

  

I tell this tale because not all the people who will try to influence you will be of honorable intent; redistricting is 

the most intense reach for political advantage in American government.  Mr. McKastle has the expertise to help 

you navigate these treacherous waters.  The maps he prepared for the Masters in 1973 and 1991 provided for 

the largest increases in minority representation in California’s history; they fairly apportioned the population 

and to this day are universally praised. 

  

While I wielded a mapping scalpel that hacked up the state for my political bosses, I am also a strong believer in 

reform.  I helped draft the first commission ballot measure in 1982.  Unfortunately that one failed.  I was also an 

expert witness in a lawsuit filed by the cities of Stockton, Santa Clara and Morgan Hill in 2003 challenging the 

current plans on state constitutional grounds, and I suggested to the drafters of Proposition 11 the criterion 

language that adjacent population not be bypassed for distant population because I believe that is the most 

effective tool against gerrymandering. 

  

I do not believe one can fully appreciate the nuances of line drawing until one has done it.  I often compare this 

process to flying an airplane; you have to do it to know it.  Mr. McKastle would bring that rare ability to your 

deliberations. 

  

I am now fully retired and have no interest in re-engaging in this process.  I write you solely as one who has been 

in the war zone to encourage you to include among your members the one person who has the expertise, 

experience and reputation to see that this job is done in a manner that reflects credit upon all members of the 

Commission. 

  

Sincerely, 

  

Tony Quinn 

Sacramento  

  



  
  
Tony Quinn 
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