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CITY OF SOUTH PASADENA

OFFICE OF THE MAYOR
1414 MISSION STREET, SOUTH PASADENA, CA 91030
TEL: 626.403.7230 FAX: 626.403.7211

April 29, 2011

California Citizens Redistricting Commission
1130 K Street, Suite 101
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Commissioners:

I have reviewed the Chinese American Citizens Alliance Greater San Gabriel Valley proposed
redistricting of the 49" and 60™ State Assembly Districts, the 29" State Senate District, and the
32nd United States Congressional District.

[ support this plan because it achieves the Supreme Court mandated goals and the priorities of
the California Citizens Redistricting Commission. In particular this plan achieves the ideal target
population value for each district with a 0% deviation. In addition, the 49™ and 60™ Assembly
Districts form the 29" State Senate District. The 32" U.S. Congressional District is derived from
the 29" State Senate District by dropping El Monte and Chino Hills. These districts are nested in
relation to each other.

This redistricting plan makes sense. It will give Asian Americans the voice historically denied to
them. I thank you for your favorable consideration of this plan.

Sincerely,
Wk\/ «/ﬁ.\ _
Mike Ten

Mayor
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\ Betty Tom Chu
Mr. Chairman, W Mayor
Citizens Redistricting Commission
1130 K Street, Suite 101
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Mr. Chairman and Members of the Commission,

As the Mayor of the City of Monterey Park, the City with the largest percentage of Asian residents and with
four/fifths of its City Council Members Asians, I strongly support the Redistricting Plan for State Assembly districts
49 and 60, State Senate District 29 and U. S. Congressional District 32 as proposed by the Chinese American Citizens
Alliance, Greater San Gabriel Lodge.

This plan will enable Asian Americans, who historically have had their voices muted in the political process, to have
effective and fair representation with an opportunity to elect State and Federal representatives of their choice.

This plan meets each of the redistricting criteria set forth by the California Citizens Redistricting Commission;
achieves each of the Supreme Court mandated goals; complies with the equal population requirements of the U. S.
Constitution; and decreases the election-related discrimination prohibited under the Federal Voting Rights Act.

The current districts do not meet all of these standards. Specifically, current splits in the cities’ geography and
divisions of the communities of interest promote discriminatory voting practices and procedures, three higher priority
criteria of this Commission.

Most importantly, this plan is fair, protects language minority status and includes communities of interest reflective of
the demographic changes, population movements and voter registration growth in the San Gabriel Valley area over
the last ten years.

This proposed plan, unlike the existing districts, includes whole cities with large numbers of immigrant and non-
immigrant Asian residents , employers and employees who share common and similar dietary needs, social and
cultural events, retail needs, communication channels, protected language minority status, economic and investment
interests and employment opportunities. Asian shopping centers and stores in these districts cater to the Asian
residents and visitors. Specialties include Asian groceries, herbs, books, music, videos, and travel. Bi-lingual
professional, socioeconomic and cultural services include medical, social welfare, therapy centers, travel agencies,
employment agencies, cultural centers, dance studios, television and radio stations.

On behalf of the residents of the City of Monterey Park and the San Gabriel Valley cities, I respectfully request that
this Commission protect the voting rights of the Asian American community and ensure equal representation by
drawing district boundaries so that our neighboring cities and communities of common interest will be empowered to

elect the State and Federal elected officials who affect our quality of life.

 Tom Chu

of Monterey Park
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April 29, 2011

California Citizens Redistricting Commission
1130 K Street, Suite 101
Sacramento, Ca 95814

Dear Commission:

SUBJECT: SUPPORT FOR GREATER SAN GABRIEL VALLLEY CHINESE AMERICAN
CITIZENS ALLIANCE REDISTRICTING PLAN FOR THE 49™ AND 60™ STATE ASSEMBLY
DISTRICTS, 29™ STATE SENATE DISTRICT, AND 32"° UNITED STATES
CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT

Discrimination against Asians in America has a long shameful history. For the Chinese, there
was the Chinese Exclusion Act of 1882. The needs of World War Il encouraged its repeal in
1943. Yet the Chinese Exclusion Act continues today through gerrymandering of Asian
American communities.

Asian American communities have been victims of willful, premeditated fragmentation for
political purposes. This must change.

The Chinese American Citizens Alliance proposed redistricting of the 49" and the 60" State
Assembly Districts, 29th State Senate District, and 32nd U.S. Congressional District would
aggregate Asian American communities and give Asian Americans a voice. This is long
overdue. These proposed districts conform to the Supreme Court and this Commission’s goals.
Of particular importance is that it meets the ideal district value with a 0% deviation. Also, the
proposed districts are nested as the 49" and 60" Assembly Districts form the 29th State Senate
District. The 32" U.S. Congressional District is the 29th State Senate District with Chino Hills.
El Monte, and some contiguous areas removed.

I support the Chinese American Citizens Alliance redistricting proposals. It is time for Asian
Americans to have a voice in their government. Thank you for your favorable consideration.

Very truly yours,

L N

JohnY. Gee
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