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April 30, 2011

To: Citizens Redistricting Commission
San Fernando City Hall Hearing
From: Pedro Nava, former 35" AD Representative (2004-2010)

Re: April 12, 2011 Lompoc Record

Quotes in Redistricting Article in April 12, 2011 Lompoc Record

by current 35" AD representative:

Das Williams (D-Santa Barbara) represents the 35th Assembly District, which includes Santa
Barbara County from Santa Ynez south and a portion of Ventura County — all of Ventura, El
Rio and approximately half of Oxnard.

“Most politicians dread redistricting,” Williams said. “I'm one of the folks who supported Prop
117

Williams., who defeated former Santa Barbara County Supervisor Mike Stoker in the Nov. 2
general election, said he thinks his district’s boundaries are a “disservice™ to citizens of both
Santa Barbara and Ventura counties.
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Look up the definition of “gerrymandering™ — the practice of drawing district boundaries to enhance the
power of a political party — in the dictionary, and you might find the map of a Central Coast assembly or
senate district.

This week. California is beginning a process to draw up “non-partisan™ district boundaries with the first
public hearings held by the California Citizens Redistricting Commission.

The first meeting in Region 5, which includes San Luis Obispo, Santa Barbara and Ventura counties. is
Wednesday from 6 to 9 p.m. in the San Luis Obispo County Board of Supervisors chambers, 1055
Monterey St. in San Luis Obispo.

The commission was formed after voters passed Proposition 11 in 2008 and Proposition 20 in 2010,
which transferred authority of establishing district boundaries from elected representatives to an
independent commission.

Prop 11 included the state senate, assembly and Board of Equalization redistricting. Prop 20 added
congressional districts to the process.

The 14-member commission was selected from 30,000 applicants, and is made up of five Republicans, five
Democrats and four not affiliated with either party. It’s charged with redrawing California’s 80 assembly
districts, 40 senate districts, 53 congressional districts and the state Board of Equalization boundaries.

The process includes a series of public meetings — in each of nine regions — during which the
commission will accept public comment. A second round of public meetings is scheduled for June
following the release and review of the first draft maps. A third round of meetings will begin in July after
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the second draft map is released and reviewed.

Final district maps and reports will be released July 28, and the maps must be certified and forwarded to
the secretary of state by Aug. 15.

The Central Coast features some of the most gerrymandered districts in the state — some stretching
hundreds of miles over several counties.

The 23rd Congressional District, Lois Caps (D-Santa Barbara) snakes along the coast from the northern
San Luis Obispo county line to Port Hueneme, including portions of three counties.

Kevin McCarthy’s (R-Bakersfield) 22nd Congressional District includes portions of San Luis Obispo.
Kern and Los Angeles counties.

The 19th Senate District, represented by Tony Strickland (R-Thousand Oaks), contains parts of three
counties — Santa Barbara, Ventura and Los Angeles — reaching from Orcutt south to Thousand Oaks and
east to Santa Clarita.

The 15th Senate District, represented by Sam Blakeslee (R-San Luis Obispo), includes portions of five
counties — Santa Barbara, San Luis Obispo, Monterey, Santa Cruz and Santa Clara — and stretches from
Santa Maria all the way to a tiny portion of San Jose.

The 33rd Assembly District of Katcho Achadjian (R-Arroyo Grande) is the most cohesive and compact of
the local districts, including all of San Luis Obispo County and northern Santa Barbara County to Lompoc
and Los Alamos.

Das Williams (D-Santa Barbara) represents the 35th Assembly District, which includes Santa Barbara
County from Santa Ynez south and a portion of Ventura County — all of Ventura, El Rio and approximately
half of Oxnard.

“Most politicians dread redistricting,” Williams said. “1'm one of the folks who supported Prop 11.”

Williams, who defeated former Santa Barbara County Supervisor Mike Stoker in the Nov. 2 general
election, said he thinks his district’s boundaries are a “disservice™ to citizens of both Santa Barbara and
Ventura counties.

Stoker also thinks the 35th district should be reconfigured. but his idea is to include all of Santa Barbara
County. not just the lower half. It’s an idea he intends to deliver to the commission.

The Buellton-based land-use attorney said he will run for the Assembly office again next year if the
district’s new boundaries include all of Santa Barbara County.

“Right now, the current 35th district is really a bad district. People from both Santa Barbara and Ventura
county are not well represented by it,” the outspoken Stoker said.

How the districts are redrawn will be based on new 2010 census information and specific criteria laid out
by the two propositions that California voters passed, according to Commissioner Michelle DiGuilio.

She said none the criteria includes political opinion.
lompocrecord.com/.../article_8497c50e... 2/4
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The districts will: have roughly equal populations; comply with the federal Voting Rights Act: be
contiguous; respect county, city, community and neighborhood boundaries where possible: be compact
where practicable: and nest within each other, meaning each senate district would contain two assembly
districts.

With those criteria in mind, the commission is starting from scratch.

“ think we're all kind of upset with how things have been done and how things are going on right now.” said
DiGuilio, a mother of four from Stockton who holds a master’s degree in urban and regional planning. *1
think with this commission, our goal is to draw fair and representative districts. We're hoping we can
change the way a process in government operates.”

Eleven other states utilize non- or bi-partisan redistricting commissions.

DiGuilio said part of the reason the coastal districts are so long and irregular is because of their population
requirements and their communities of interest. She said coastal communities share regional interests, and
because their populations are spread so thin along the Central Coast, those districts are often spread out.

According to the new census numbers, the population targets are 465,674 for Assembly districts, 931,349
for Senate districts, 702,905 for congressional districts and 9,313.489 for the Board of Equalization. The
process considers total population, not just registered voting numbers.

“In order to capture that population,” DiGuilio said, “if you want to remain coastal, you have to go very far
north and south to capture that population.™

Creating more compact districts is one of the aims of the commission. Commissioner Gabino Aguirre, a
30-year educator and school administrator, said creating more manageable districts is a desire of both
legislators and constituents.

“You’d be amazed how many individuals come and ask, “Who made up these maps?™ Aguirre said with a
laugh. “There doesn’t seem to be any logical reason about how these maps were stretched out like that. The
more compact these districts are, the better the community will be served. Compactness is one of the
variables we’re focusing on.”

Both commissioners said because of population requirements for the districts, creating compact districts
won’t always be possible. For that reason, DiGuilio recommend that people pay attention to meetings in
neighboring regions, because final district boundaries could cross regional lines.

Region 6 — Kern, Kings, Tulare, Inyo, Fresno, Madera, Merced, Mariposa, Sanislaus. Tuolumne and Mono
counties — meets Thursday in Bakersfield, Friday in Hanford and Saturday in Merced. Region 7 —
Monterey, San Benito, Santa Cruz and Santa Clara counties — meets May 22 in Salinas and May 23 in San
Jose.

“There’s a word in government — transparency — that’s thrown around these days like candy. This
commission is really set up to be as transparent as possible,” DiGuilio said. “When we actually start
drawing these maps and having these deliberations, you can actually see if we are being accountable.”™
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All of the meetings and the commission’s work with the company contracted to physically draw the lines,
Q2 Data and Research LLC, can be followed via streaming online video at www.wedrawthelines.ca.gov on

the web.
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Helle, my name is Jim Brammer and /lﬁve in Tarzana. | am a Photographic Artist

and my studio is located in Tarzana as well. | am also the Executive Vice Chair

on the Executive Board of the Valley Cultural Center, which is what | would like

to speak about today.

p por

1
-

The Valley Cultural Centep{provides many cultural activities for the San
Fernando Valley. Most of our programs, certainly those that are best attended,
are held in the West San Fernando Valley. We are best known for producing the
Sunday Concerts on the Green and the July 4™ Celebration, which are held at
Warner Ranch Park in Woodland Hills. Our programs attract over 150,000
people each summer and 95% of these people live within a 5-mile radius of
Warner Ranch Park in communities such as (point to each community on map)

- Woodland Hills, Canoga Park, West Hills and Hidden Hills

- Calabasas, and Agoura Hills

- Chatsworth, Porter Ranch, Granada Hills and Northridge

- Reseda, Winnetka and Lake Balboa

--and --

- Encino and Tarzana.

Page 1 of 2
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The San Fernando Valley runs from east to west and is naturally divided by the

20110430

405 freeway into the East San Fernando Valley and the West San Fernando
Valley. It’s a lot farther from Glendale to Agoura Hills (show on map) than from
Chatsworth to Woodland Hills (show on map). That is why virtually all
organizations in the San Fernando Valley serve either the East Valley or the

West Valley, although there are a handful of organizations that are Valley-wide.

Through our membership base and our outreach programs for the visual and
performing arts in our community, we know that the West San Fernando Valley,
from Interstate 405 to Calabasas and Hidden Hills (point on map), and from the
Santa Susana Mountains to Mulholland, is a single, cohesive “community of

interest”.

As someone who lives and works in the West Valley, | am dedicated to this area
and | believe that, in the context of redistricting, the West San Fernando Valley
is an aggrieved area. We are currently divided among 5 different State Senate

districts, 5 Assembly districts, and 3 different Congressional districts.

| urge you to keep the West San Fernando Valley together in a single district.
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Subject: Fom ﬂ\ij,Z— Submit Your Letter of Support: Keep Long Beach Together Cé immbeStoners
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From: Robert Garcia [mailto:robert@robertgarcia.ccsend.com] On Behalf Of Robert Garcia

Sent: Monday, April 25, 2011 4:29 PM

To: I -
Subject: Submit Your Letter of Support: Keep Long Beach Together 04.30. (L. N

Having trouble viewing this email? Click here
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Llong Beach City Council, First District

www.RobertGarcia.com
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Dear Friend:

Every 10 years, after the federal census, California must redraw the boundaries of its Congressional,
State Senate, State Assembly, and State Board of Equalization districts, to reflect the new population
data. Under new laws recently passed by voters, the California Citizens Redistricting Commission is
now charged with drawing the boundaries of each electoral district.

This Wednesday, April 27, 2011 the Commission will hold a hearing in Long Beach, and your voice
is important to ensure that Long Beach has fair representation.

As elected officials from two different political parties, we may not always agree on every issue, but
we do agree on this: Keep Long Beach Together. We are asking you to support that Long Beach
representation remains in Los Angeles County and that pieces of Long Beach neighborhoods are
not thrown into electoral districts in Orange County.

Log on to www.RobertGarcia.com/redistricting and submit your letter of support today.

Thanks for your support and let's Keep Long Beach Together!

Robert Garcia
Councilmember
City of Long Beach

Gary Delong
Councilmember
City of Long Beach



Log on at http://www.RobertGarcia.com

Friend me at http://www.facebook. comlrobertgarcnalb
Follow me at http://twitter.com/robertgarcialb

Forward email
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This email was sent to dibs@dibsforcongress.com by robert@robertgarcia.com
Update Profile/Email Address = Instant removal with SafeUnsubscribe™ | Privacy Policy.

Office of Long Beach City Councilmember Robert Garcia | 333 West Ocean Blvd. | 14th Floor | Long Beach | CA | 90802



Nick Dibs

From: Daniel Brezenoff

Sent: Tuesday, April 26, 2011 11:22 AM

To: Nick Dibs

Subject: Re: Please advise: 4-27-11 Long Beach hearing of the California Redistricting

Commission. Thank you.

Hi Nick,
The meeting is tomorrow from 6-9pm in Council chambers, here at City Hall.
The text of the letter is as follows:

Citizens Redistricting Commission
1130 K Street, Suite 101
Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Members of the Citizens Redistricting Commission:

| strongly support keeping Long Beach together by ensuring that all of Long Beach remains in Los Angeles County in the
final outcome of the redistricting process.

We know that the Commission is working to ensure that districts are not divided up into different counties, and we support
that position. We do not want Long Beach neighborhoods thrown into the representation of Orange County.

Thank you for your service to California, and for holding one of your public hearings in our city!
Thanks, Nick!

d

Daniel Brezenoff - Legislative Director
Dr. Robert Garcia, Councilmember, District 1

04/25/2011 07:58 PM
Please advise: 4-27-11 Long Beach hearing of the California Redistricting Commission. Thank you.

Dear Councilmen Robert Garcia and Gary DelLong:

Thank you for your joint e-mail today requesting a “... Letter of Support (to) Keep Long
1



Beach Together.” Yes, | agree and therefore signed my name to your e-letter to the
California Redistricting Commission which will be having its hearing in Long Beach on
Wednesday, April 27", 2011.

Please ask Ms. Gonzalez or Mr. Brezenoff to please contact me tomorrow (Tuesday) by
phone and/or e-mail to confirm my attendance at the Commission’s hearing and to advise

me of its time and location. | am “cc-ing” this to Mr. Misi Tagaloa and Mr. Dan Pressburg
in the event they might want to also attend the Commission’s hearing.

Additionally, can you please forward a copy (for my records) of your e-letter that | signed
with my name/information you will be providing the Commission.

Thank you again. Sincerely,

Is/

Nicholas (Nick) Dibs
Educator/Teacher,
Independent candidate for Congress (2008 & 2010 November elections) — 37" District of

California
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