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STATEMENT
 
CALIFORNIA REDISTRICTING COMMISSION
 

SALINAS, CALIFORNIA
 
May 22, 2011
 

I am Beverly Bean, President of the League of Women Voters of the Monterey Peninsula. I am also 
speaking on behalf of the League of Women Voters of Santa Cruz County. We very much appreciate the 
opportunity to address your commission on the “Community of Interest” for our region. In keeping with 
historic League interests, our perspective on "communities of interest" focuses on effectiveness of 
government and opportunities for long-term planning. 

For the purpose of Assembly District 27, we define our community of interest as one that includes all of 
Santa Cruz County and the coastal regions of Monterey County. These areas share common social and 
economic interests that should be included within a single district. In particular, these areas share coastal 
resources devoted to marine research, education, and tourism. Further, agriculture resources are extensive 
in Santa Cruz County and the coastal region of Monterey County. From a land use perspective, a large part 
of the area is within the coastal zone and subject the California Coastal Act. 

Examples of the many research institutions in the two counties include Long Marine Lab, Monterey Bay 
Aquarium Research Institute, Moss Landing Marine Laboratories, Hopkins Marine Lab, NOAA's Pacific 
Marine Fisheries Laboratory, the Naval Research Laboratory and the US Geological Survey- Pacific 
Science Center. Higher education institutions include UC Santa Cruz, California State University at 
Monterey Bay, the Naval Postgraduate School, Monterey Institute of International Studies, Defense 
Language Institute, and Cabrillo and Monterey Peninsula Community Colleges. In addition, there are 
several other large federal organizations: the National Weather Service and the US Navy's Fleet Numerical 
Meteorology and Oceanography Center. Major cultural activities including the world renowned Cabrillo 
Music, Monterey Jazz and Carmel Bach Festivals are just three examples of cultural events attracting 
visitors from around the country. In addition to these cultural resources, visitors come to enjoy our 
incomparable scenery and recreational facilities. 

The areas are also connected by common media outlets, including radio and television. Radio stations 
KAZU and KUSP and TV stations KION and KSBW are heard or seen throughout the area. Finally, the 
areas are connected by transportation networks making travel between the areas readily accessible. 

For the larger Senate District 15, we define our community of interest as the counties comprising the 
Association of Monterey Bay Area Government’s region: Monterey, San Benito and Santa Cruz Counties. 
The region shares vast agricultural resources, a growing tourist industry, Hartnell Community College in 
addition to the education and research facilities previously addressed. These communities identify both 
with their counties through the electoral process as well as at the regional level. It shares planning efforts 
for air pollution control and transportation and is working together to address climate change requirements. 
Like the community of interest for the Assembly District, it shares common media outlets and 
transportation networks. 

These communities of interest were recognized in the organization of Assembly District 27 and Senate 
District 15 established in 1990. While we recognize that demographics may have changed in the last 20 
years, we urge you to give careful consideration to the communities I described today. 

Lastly, I want to thank the commissioners for volunteering to participate in this historic redistricting 
process. As you know, the League of Women Voters of California was one of the signers of the ballot 



 
arguments in favor of Proposition 11. As a League member, I am excited to see the process moving 
forward. 



  

  

  

  

 
  

SHORT STATEMENT
 

I am Beverly Bean, president of the League of Women Voters of the Monterey Peninsula. I am also 
speaking on behalf of the League of Women Voters of Santa Cruz County. 

In keeping with historic League interests, our perspective on "communities of interest" focuses on 
effectiveness of government and opportunities for long-term planning. 

For the smaller Assembly District 27, we see a community of interest that includes all of Santa Cruz 
County and the coastal regions of Monterey County. These areas share social and economic interests. 
These areas share common media outlets and a common transportation network. From a land use 
perspective, a large part of the area is within the coastal zone and subject to the California Coastal Act. 

Because of the coastline, there are mutual interests in tourism, marine research and fisheries. The special 
qualities of this area have attracted regional institutions of high education, research, and tourism. 

For the larger state Senate District 15, we see a community of interest including the counties within the 
Association of Monterey Bay Area Governments: Monterey, Santa Cruz, and San Benito counties. This 
area shares agricultural production, natural resources, and tourism. These counties form a natural domain 
for planning in areas such as air pollution control, transportation, water, and climate change. 

These communities of interest were recognized in the organization of Assembly District 27 and Senate 
District 15 established in 1990. While we recognize that demographics may have changed in the last 20 
years, we urge you to give careful consideration to the communities I described today. 

Lastly, I want to thank the commissioners for volunteering to participate in this historic redistricting 
process. As you know, the League of Women Voters of California was one of the signers of the ballot 
arguments in favor of Proposition 11. As a League member, I am excited to see the process moving 
forward. 




