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- El Concilio dg‘Fres‘no -

NOR-PROFIT, CONSQRTIUM ' o A URIED EFFORY
COMMUNTY

_ Fresno; Califéinia 937424236

June 27, 2011 N

- California Citizens Redistricting Commjssion
1130 “K Street, Suite 101 -
Sacramento, CA 95814 Lt

“Honotable Commissioners: _ _ _

L, Venancio Gaona am writing this letter op, behalf of El Congilio de Fresno, Inc. I had the privilege of
mauypcsﬁfying_befowyouonApn_ilISaﬁdonJupe:ZB"'.'Ihankyou._ -
On June 23, 2011 ;ﬂer tesfifying before the Commissibn;_s hean‘a'ag in Fresno, I had the OpPOI'tl.l.nity to

economic interests, These "bond” the arep. = . o ST L
1. Secio-Economic Factors, ete. Due o socio-ccanomic, educational and political factors tho city of .
- - Fresno is divided into “two cities.” Presno 1s composed of the northern and the souther portions-The
-ﬁﬁeMmpMﬁmisMﬂzepmscastWeat' ﬂ:ecityﬁ'l‘hcs&}oetmtﬂ:eboyndarypfthma
“two cities is physically Shields Avenue but is ever so slowly creeping north toward Shaw Avenue. '

3. There are several socio-econommic, educational, and political similarities across southeast,
southwest Fresno and west of Highway 99 such as: . .
A. Educational Programs jn Fresmo Unified School District (ITUSD): The FUSD in striving to

expulsions, and the large.qumber of students who are from low-come families.
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2.

B. Bullard Pride: Added to this number of educational endeavors to succeed in its educational mission

by FUSD, there is the group of parents and residents self identified as “Bullard Pride” from the

nortbwest arca of Bullard High School orgauizing to secede from the District unless their needs are

first met by the District. The dividing line along Highway 41 would strengthen the “Bullard Pride”

position. : )
C. Poverty and Unemployment: The City has over % of the Fresno County population. It is part

ofthe18.2 % unemployment statistics of the County of Fresno.
D. Changing Population Demographics: The minority population continues to follow the exiting
white and more affluent population that continues to move to the northwest and portheast of Fresno

area, to neighboring Clovis and into southern Maders County.
E. Professional Sexrvices and Heaith Care Accessibility: All of these services are already in
northern Fresno and to an extent out of the reach of the bulk of Latinos and other minorities.
F. City of Fresno Services; Atthe preseat time, citizens in southeast and southwest Fresno have to
clamor for city services. The proposed division along Highway 41 would only forther provide an

excuse for some areas, mainly in the southern portions to be served poorly if at all by the city

staff and service departments.
Conclusion:
There needs to be a consolidated endeavor by an area’s constituents to seck redress through their elected

officials who in tum must recognize the socio-economic, educational and political issues, concerns apd
aspirations of their voters. The issues call for a i -texm effort with the citizenry recognizing that all

people need to support the effort to solve their problems. The problems cannot soived by creating

Highway 41 as a dividing line within Fresno (morth-south) is not a viable alternative. ¥t isa
physical barrier to uniting citizen voters with many community interests!

Cordially,

Venancio 3.






