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Subject: Comments on Yolo County redistricƟng
From: Leanne Friedman <
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 12:03:11 -0700
To:
Dear Citizens Redistricting Commission,
Thank you for the work you have done, and for encouraging public comment,
on the redistricting of our state.
I urge you to re-consider your proposal to split Yolo County into separate political
districts.
The cities and towns in Yolo County have a long history of collaboration in
land use, social services, air and water quality and other common interests. These
community-wide endeavors would be seriously jeopardized by the division of Yolo County,
forcing our cities to deal separately with several different political jurisdictions and
undermining Yolo County's ability to speak to our elected representatives with a unified
strong voice.
Thank you for your consideration.
Leanne J. Friedman
.
Davis, CA 95616

7/5/2011 3:33 PM
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Subject: Link for Yolo County General Plan for Commissioner Ontai.
From: MaƩhews Williams
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 22:31:57 -0700 (PDT)
To: Janeece Sargis <
Janeece, at tonight's hearing, Commissioner Ontai asked for an electronic copy of the Yolo County General
Plan. I have requested that a pdf document of the Plan be sent to your attention for routing to Commissioner
Ontai. In the mean time, the Plan can be accessed via the Internet at http://www.yolocounty.org
/Index.aspx?page=1965 I also asked Yolo County to send a hard copy of the Plan to you as a reference
document for all the Commissioners and Staff.
I submitted 15 printed copies of my testimony tonight, but as a link to the Plan document for Commissioner
Ontai, I have attached a pdf file containing the same text I submitted in hard copy.
Thank You.
Matthews Williams Jr.
El Macero, CA 95618

7/8/2011 11:59 AM

Commission Members,
I am Matt Williams. Thank you for the hard work you are doing on our behalf. My
comments are regarding Assembly Districts, specifically 1) East Contra Costa, 2) West
Sacramento, 3) South Sacramento/Elk Grove and 4) Yuba.
My primary message is “keep the Yolo County Community of Interest whole”. Yolo
County is a single agriculturally-based community of interest. In the recently completed
award-winning Yolo County General Plan, Principle #1 of the County’s Vision is “The
success of Yolo County depends on the success of agriculture.”
Some say Davis is a college town . . . not part of the Yolo County community of interest.
UCD’s Land-Grant heritage is agricultural. The vast majority of UCD’s research is
agricultural. The vast majority of the value that UCD has added to the nation’s economy is
agricultural. Bottom-line, UCD and Davis are an integral part of the Yolo County
agriculturally-based community of interest.
For those who say that Davis is a bedroom suburb of Sacramento, with a meaningful
proportion of residents who commute to work in Sacramento, according to the US Census
Bureau, American Community Survey, 2009 American Factfinder data (see
http://factfinder.census.gov/) only 1 in 6 of Davis’ working citizens works in Sacramento . . .
only 1 in 12 of all Davis citizens. Making a redistricting decision for all of Davis’ citizenry
based on a characteristic only one sixth have is a bit like “the tail wagging the dog.” I am
sure that this Commission doesn’t intend that kind of skewed representation, especially
since Sacramento’s primary community of interest is government rather than agriculture.
The population of Yolo County is only 200,000, which is less than half of the ideal
Assembly District target. There is no logical or legal reason to break Yolo County apart as
the first draft Assembly, Senate and Congressional maps do, much less into three separate
Districts in each case. Keep the Yolo County Community of Interest whole.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Specific Recommendations
Keeping Yolo County whole is a simple process:
1) Remove the northern portion of Yolo County from the Yuba District and put it in East
Contra Costa
2) Remove all portions of Yolo County from the West Sacramento District and put them
in East Contra Costa
3) Remove all portions of Sacramento County and San Joaquin County from the East
Contra Costa District and put them in either South Sacramento/Elk Grove or
Stockton (pending input from the Galt and Lodi citizens)
4) Move selected South Sacramento Zip Codes (Census Tracts) from the South
Sacramento/Elk Grove District to West Sacramento
Collectively these steps will produce four Assembly Districts that meet your targets.

Comments on the First Draft Maps
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Subject: Comments on the First DraŌ Maps
From:
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 20:35:40 -0400 (EDT)
To:
Citizens Redistricting Commission
901 P Street Suite 154A
Sacramento, CA 95814

June 28, 2011

Comment on the First Draft Maps
I have been a resident of Yolo County for nearly 20 years in the city of Davis. I served for nine years as the Director of the
Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management District from 1995 to 2004. In that capacity I had the opportunity to work for an elected Board
with members who were supervisors from Yolo and Solano Counties and cities in both counties.
Over those years, and as a resident of Davis I observed the elected officials dealing with common problems and issues unique to
their counties. In particular I want to make several points about Yolo County, which will is significantly impacted by the way in which
the first draft breaks up the county, proposing that this unique community should share nine separate elected officials at the state
and federal level.
While Yolo county has a small population with relation to the state, the 200,000 residents share a range of issues that impact their
lives each day and over the years. These community issues range from water, to flood planning, schools, environmental protection,
and in particular they share a special heritage of protecting their agricultural land and focusing most development into the
incorporated cities. This is vastly different that the development patterns in neighboring counties, and it has been a long term
community strategy to preserve the agricultural land in the county. Each of these issues requires a community focus at the state and
federal level over many years and into the future. All of these issues, commonly held throughout the county would be extremenly
difficult to manage if dealing with nine different elected officials, three at the state Assembly, three at the state Senate and three in
the US House of Representatives.
The Commission asked two questions regarding the current map and my responses follow:

1. I do not feel the commission has had enough testimony regarding the unique characteristics of Yolo County.
2. To address the interests of Yolo County, the commission should:
Adjust districts so that all Yolo County residents are in the same Assembly Senate and Congressional Districts to reflect the
community of interest that is Yolo County.
Remove Davis and West Sacramento from the WESTSAC Assembly District and the corresponding SACCITY Senate District
and replace them in those districts with Galt and Lodi.
Make other adjustments as needed to balance districts in the west.

Sincerely,
Larry Greene
Davis, CA 95616

7/8/2011 11:59 AM
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Subject: comments on re-districƟng
From: Anita Reed <
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 23:28:00 -0700 (PDT)
To:
Dear Redistricting Commission:
I am writing to express my concern that your proposed redistricting boundaries will divide Yolo County into
multiple small fragments based on flawed logic. I realize that these comments are later than the 5 pm
deadline for June 28, but I find it is ironic that the public comment period closed before the Commission's
meeting which began at 6 pm today. I hope you will still consider my opinion and perspectives at this time.
Yolo County is the smallest county in the State. It is largely rural but flanked by large urban areas. It is the
commitment to retaining this rural character that drew me back to Davis in Yolo County after a 22 year
absence. Prior to my return I lived in Fresno County for 13 years and watched as the city and unincorporated
areas sprawled and leap-frogged over prime agricultural lands. True, I moved back to Yolo County because
of a job offer in Sacramento, but I chose to live, and spend my money in Yolo County, not Sacramento. It was
a refreshing change to find discrete borders to Yolo County cities and active agriculture thriving in
between. Contrary to a statement by one of your commissioners, I do not identify with Sacramento, and I
believe that it is ridiculous to lump any of Davis with Sacramento voting districts. It is even more ludicrous to
subdivide the state's smallest county into 9 different areas of representation. Because of Yolo County's small
population, it may be necessary to combine it with another area, but your current proposal will divide and
destroy the fabric of our communities in Yolo county.
Please keep Yolo County whole!
Sincerely,
Rhonda Reed, Davis, CA

7/8/2011 11:59 AM

Subject: redistricƟng plan submiƩal
From: "Bob Schneider" <
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 08:19:56 -0700
To: <
To the Redistricting Commission:
Please find attached an alternative redistricting map (jpg file) and statistics that support this proposal.
This submittal is a further refinement of maps submitted earlier by Don Nicodemus. They address issues
of representation in the Yolo County area.
Yolo County is a community of interest. They share the Putah and Cache Creek watersheds, an interest
in protecting agricultural lands and open space, and a part of the economy that is increasingly ag-eco
tourism related. The districts in this map are compact, ecological and a community of interest based
solution.
Thanks you.
Sincerely,
Bob Schneider
Bob Schneider, Conservation Chair and Executive Committee
Sierra Club Mother Lode Chapter
and
Verve Enterprises
Davis, CA 95616
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Public Comment: 9 - Yolo
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Subject: Public Comment: 9 - Yolo
From: Stella Taylor <
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 22:30:10 +0000
To:
From: Stella Taylor <
Subject: proposed changes in District lines
Message Body:
I DO NOT agree with the current proposal that divides Yolo County into several
different Districts. The county and its cities work together well to accomplish shared
goals of maintaining agricultural land, open space, ecosystems and rational growth.
Yolo County leaders have been effectively involved and supportive of regional planning,
bringing the above perspective to the table. As a Davis resident, I have few interests
and issues of importance in common with Sacramento area. Davis is NOT a suburb of
Sacramento! Regions with a common identity should not be destroyed in this process!
Stella Taylor
-This mail is sent via contact form on Citizens Redistricting Commission

7/5/2011 3:37 PM
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Subject: Public Comment: 9 - Yolo
From: Donald Morrill <
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 21:38:52 +0000
To:
From: Donald Morrill <
Subject: Community of Interest - Whole County Districts
Message Body:
Dear Commissioners:
I have spent the majority of my work life in the business world, and in retirement
have been working to help Yolo County non profits with development.
Yolo County has an enriching array of nearly 70 non profits that focus on the county’s
needs of hunger, homelessness, health care, children and families, education, the
environment, artistic expression, and other community needs.
Their daily work clearly
reflects the needs of our community of interest.
These organizations depend largely on private support from individual donors and
foundations. and consistently demonstrate their cost-effectiveness, delivering
services at less cost than public agencies. They do get grant support from state and
federal government. In that effort as well as for liaison with state and federal
agencies they rely on support of legislators at both the state and federal level. In
addition, their missions are enhanced and bolstered by the voices of those elected
officials expressed to government entities with whom they work.
To split Yolo County into numerous federal and state districts presents an enormous
burden for these non profits to gain help from elected officials to effectively
communicate with government. This diffusion and dilution of responsibility would
severely restrict the effectiveness of all our County-wide non profits.
Among our non profits are a number of very successful environmental education and
advocacy organizations.
They reflect our county wide connection with the land and
regional interest in our precious watersheds, farmland, and bio-region. Yolo County
is in a natural geographic region of the watersheds of Cache and Putah Creeks to the
Sacramento River. Federal and state representation of the whole County for its water,
agricultural, and biological stewardship and management is entirely sensible.
For the sake of these non profits whose varying missions enormously enhance the
lives of Yolo County residents, I strongly urge the Commission to keep Yolo County
whole in all districts, representing the strong communityof interest that it is.
Thank you for taking these comments into consideration.
Sincerely,
Don Morrill
Davis, CA 95616
-This mail is sent via contact form on Citizens Redistricting Commission

7/5/2011 3:37 PM
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Subject: Public Comment: 9 - Yolo
From: Marilyn Schwartz <
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 20:42:20 +0000
To:
From: Marilyn Schwartz <
Subject: Yolo county redistricting
Message Body:
I live in Woodland, Yolo Co. My US congressional district is a small area cut from
town attached to Chico area. Already I get zero representation as Herger never attends
to this area. Further splitting of this town into different state districts will lead
to less representation at state levels.
We should be left as a whole county with our
neighboring towns including Davis - we need and deserve a COMMON COMMUNITY OF INTEREST.
DO NOT DIVIDE OUR COUNTY & attach towns at some distance with zero in common. Divided
we will get less representation than we now get. KEEP OUR COMMUNITY in one contiguous
district
-This mail is sent via contact form on Citizens Redistricting Commission

7/5/2011 3:36 PM
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Subject: Public Comment: 9 - Yolo
From: "MaƩhews Williams, Jr"
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 20:04:26 +0000
To:
From: Matthews Williams, Jr <
Subject: Keep the Yolo County Community of Interest whole
Message Body:
Thank you for the hard work you are doing on our behalf. My comments are regarding Assembly
Districts, specifically 1) East Contra Costa, 2) West Sacramento, 3) South Sacramento/Elk Grove and
4) Yuba.
My primary message is “keep the Yolo County Community of Interest whole”. Yolo County is a single
agriculturally-based community of interest. In the recently completed award-winning Yolo County
General Plan, Principle #1 of the County’s Vision is “The success of Yolo County depends on the
success of agriculture.”
Some say Davis is a college town . . . not part of the Yolo County community of interest. UCD’s
Land-Grant heritage is agricultural. The vast majority of UCD’s research is agricultural. The
vast majority of the value that UCD has added to the nation’s economy is agricultural.
Bottom-line, UCD and Davis are an integral part of the Yolo County agriculturally-based community
of interest.
For those who say that Davis is a bedroom suburb of Sacramento, with a meaningful proportion of
residents who commute to work in Sacramento, according to the US Census Bureau, American Community
Survey, 2009 American Factfinder data (see http://factfinder.census.gov/) only 1 in 6 of Davis’
working citizens works in Sacramento . . . only 1 in 12 of all Davis citizens. Making a
redistricting decision for all of Davis’ citizenry based on a characteristic only one sixth have is
a bit like “the tail wagging the dog.” I am sure that this Commission doesn’t intend that kind of
skewed representation, especially since Sacramento’s primary community of interest is government
rather than agriculture.
The population of Yolo County is only 200,000, which is less than half of the ideal Assembly
District target. There is no logical or legal reason to break Yolo County apart as the first draft
Assembly, Senate and Congressional maps do, much less into three separate Districts in each case.
Keep the Yolo County Community of Interest whole.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Specific Recommendations
Keeping Yolo County whole is a simple process:
1)
Remove the northern portion of Yolo County from the Yuba District and put it in East Contra
Costa
2)
Remove all portions of Yolo County from the West Sacramento District and put them in East
Contra Costa
3)
Remove all portions of Sacramento County and San Joaquin County from the East Contra Costa
District and put them in either South Sacramento/Elk Grove or Stockton (pending input from the Galt
and Lodi citizens)
4)
Move selected South Sacramento Zip Codes (Census Tracts) from the South Sacramento/Elk
Grove District to West Sacramento
Collectively these steps will produce four Assembly Districts that meet your targets.
-This mail is sent via contact form on Citizens Redistricting Commission

7/5/2011 3:36 PM
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Subject: Public Comment: 9 - Yolo
From: Jan Newman <
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 17:52:28 +0000
To:
From: Jan Newman <
Subject: Keep Davis in Yolo!
Message Body:
Davis and Woodland have more in common than Davis and Sacramento. If you group Davis
in the same district as Sacramento, you effectively drown out the voices of the voters
in Davis! Is this your intent? I don't think so. But think: how can we in Davis
assert our positions on issues when we are grouped with such a huge, powerful entity as
Sac.? Especially when Sac & Davis voters differ on almost every issue, whether social,
economic, environmental, or growth issues...we are at odds. Davis residents are drawn
to Davis. Most of us are not born here. Most of us (even UC Davis profs) could choose
to live elsewhere. Yet we choose to live in Davis to be among like-minded people.
When you group us in a district with Sac, you are marrying us into a subservient, or at
the very least, mute political union. Don't do it!
Rather, group us with Woodland, a city with which we have a longstanding cooperative
relationship. As such, we stand to protect our mutual interests including agricultural
needs, growth issues, water supply, and many others. Think of UCD: the ag. research
there supports the farms & farmers of the surrounding area, not the urban centers in
Sac! Davis is oriented to agriculture and the surrounding farmland; these are what
drive our politics.
Again, please consider grouping our district with more of Yolo County, and not
Sacramento! Thank you.
-This mail is sent via contact form on Citizens Redistricting Commission

7/5/2011 3:35 PM
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Subject: Public Comment: 9 - Yolo
From: Susan Lovenburg <
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 13:42:34 +0000
To:
From: Susan Lovenburg <
Subject: Yolo County community of interest
Message Body:
I address you as a trustee of the Davis Joint Unified School District, president of the
Yolo County School Boards Association, a member of the Board of Directors of Yolo
County Court Appointed Special Advocates, one of the more than seventy non-profit
organizations that work to meet the needs of county residents, and the messenger of 114
Yolo county residents who came together this past weekend to endorse a letter
requesting that you re-unite Yolo County in district representation.
Quoting from that letter:
“Yolo County is a community like many others, but our pride and focus in two key areas
sets us apart.
The first is our dedication to the preservation of ag land and open space. More so
than any of the surrounding counties, Yolo County has retained its value of preserving
and protecting our agricultural and environmental heritages. All one need do is look
around and see our values in practice: small, sustainable cities surrounded by acres
and acres of productive and prosperous farm land. We celebrate deep roots in good soil.
The second is the extraordinary degree of cooperation we enjoy with one another. The
communities that comprise Yolo County - be they the four small cities or the numerous
towns and smaller centers of population - all share a history of working together to
resolve problems.
We take pride in municipal teamwork. We partner on water and tourism and
infrastructure and law enforcement issues and fire safety and emergency services and
parkland and road maintenance and air quality and flood control, and the list goes on.
Our partnerships work because we share similar values and a common connection to the
land.
As one of California’s original counties, we respectfully request that you honor our
way of life and established practices of cooperation and collaboration by re-uniting
our county.”
Thank you for your valuable work on our behalf.
-This mail is sent via contact form on Citizens Redistricting Commission

7/5/2011 3:35 PM

Citizens Redistricting Commission
901 P Street, Suite 154-A
Sacramento, CA 95814
Subject: Public Comment on First Draft of District Maps
I would like to make the following comments in the hopes of providing the information
that will cause you to change the boundaries of the first draft of the maps drawn for the
California State Assembly and State Senate districts for UC Davis, the City of Davis and
the Yolo Bypass area of Yolo County.
UC Davis has about 5,500 acres of land that spans Yolo and Solano Counties. The
founding and continued mission of the UC Davis campus has a focus on agriculture.
UC Davis has many internationally recognized programs; one in particular is viticulture
that is very relevant to Yolo County and nearby agriculture. In addition, many of the UC
Davis students live in Davis. UC Davis and the City of Davis should not be linked to the
urban area of the City of Sacramento.
UC Davis is critical to the research necessary to assist the State of California in its
renewed effort to address the challenges of managing water quality, quantity and
natural resources of the Sacramento River and San Joaquin River Delta. This nexus of
UCD and our Delta (see attached map of the legal boundaries of the Delta) should be
strengthened not weakened. Move the UC Davis campus, the City of Davis and the
Yolo Bypass area of Yolo County into the California State Assembly and Senate
Districts that you have already so aptly drawn that includes much of the Sacramento
River Delta area.
In summary for State Senate:







The “SACCITY” State Senate district boundaries should be modified to remove
UC Davis, the City of Davis and the Yolo Bypass area of the Sacramento River
Delta.
UC Davis, the City of Davis and the Yolo Bypass area of the Sacramento River
Delta should be moved in to the “NBAYECONTRA” State Senate district.
In any event; recognize the agricultural mission of UC Davis, and keep
Woodland, UC Davis campus, the City of Davis, Dixon and the majority of the
Sacramento River Delta including the wetland area of the Yolo Bypass whole
within a single Senate District.
To compensate the “SACCITY” State Senate district boundaries could be
adjusted to add the Central Valley communities of Galt and Lodi.

Page 1 of 3

In summary for State Assembly:







The “WESTSAC” State Assembly district boundaries should be modified to
remove UC Davis, the City of Davis and the Yolo Bypass area of the Sacramento
River Delta.
UC Davis, the City of Davis and the Yolo Bypass area of the Sacramento River
Delta should be moved in to the “ECONCOSTA” State Assembly district.
In any event; recognize the agricultural mission of UC Davis, and keep
Woodland, UC Davis campus, the City of Davis, Dixon and the majority of the
Sacramento River Delta including the wetland area of the Yolo Bypass whole
within a single Assembly District.
To compensate the “WESTSAC” State Assembly district, boundaries for the
“SSACELKGR” could be adjusted to include Galt and Lodi and the boundaries of
“WESTSAC” could be adjusted to add portions of South Sacramento.

I also urge you to preserve the California Congressional “YOLOSOLNAP” draft by
holding together the areas of Woodland, UC Davis Campus, the City of Davis, Dixon
and the majority of the Sacramento River Delta including the wetland area of the Yolo
Bypass.
I recognize your mandate to facilitate and incorporate public comment in drafting district
lines and that many people will participate in this public process. Thus, I request a
formal response to my comments, and that response is made evident to me in some
fashion such as email.

Mary Serra, M.S., P.E.
Senior Water Resources Control Engineer
An Aggie and Yolo County resident
ChEAggie at gmail.com
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Attachment 1. Legal Boundaries of the Sacramento San Joaquin River Delta
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Public Comment for legislative redistricting for Yolo County
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Subject: Public Comment for legislaƟve redistricƟng for Yolo County
From: <
Date: Tue, 28 Jun 2011 15:39:53 +0000
To: <
To Whom It May Concern:
We would like to add our names to the list of residents of Yolo County that are
concerned about the proposed boundaries for legislative districts for
California. We were surprised when we saw the maps in our local paper to see
that Davis is never included with Woodland, a community that we share many ties
with. Both cities are in the middle of negotiations on their water source --- a
huge possible change that affects both of our communities. Davis has many ties
with Woodland, Dixon, and Winters on many land use issues, as well as public
services. Davis does not have any particular connection with West Sacramento or
Natomas. The boundaries as they are proposed would lump Davis in with urban
areas and issues that affect their community but have little to do with the
needs and concerns of Davis. Legislative districts should include Davis with
Woodland and other Yolo County communities so that we can have representation
that focuses on the shared needs and concerns of our more similar communities.
Sherri Sandberg-Ransom
Michael Ransom
Davis, CA

95616

7/5/2011 3:34 PM
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Subject: Public Comment: 9 - Yolo
From: Larry Greene <
Date: Wed, 29 Jun 2011 00:37:19 +0000
To:
From: Larry Greene <
Subject: Comments on the first draft
Message Body:
Citizens Redistricting Commission
901 P Street Suite 154A
Sacramento, CA 95814

June 28, 2011

Comment on the First Draft Maps
I have been a resident of Yolo County for nearly 20 years in the city of Davis. I
served for nine years as the Director of the Yolo-Solano Air Quality Management
District from 1995 to 2004. In that capacity I had the opportunity to work for an
elected Board with members who were supervisors from Yolo and Solano Counties and
cities in both counties.
Over those years, and as a resident of Davis I observed the elected officials dealing
with common problems and issues unique to their counties. In particular I want to make
several points about Yolo County, which will is significantly impacted by the way in
which the first draft breaks up the county, proposing that this unique community should
share nine separate elected officials at the state and federal level.
While Yolo county has a small population with relation to the state, the 200,000
residents share a range of issues that impact their lives each day and over the years.
These community issues range from water, to flood planning, schools, environmental
protection, and in particular they share a special heritage of protecting their
agricultural land and focusing most development into the incorporated cities. This is
vastly different that the development patterns in neighboring counties, and it has been
a long term community strategy to preserve the agricultural land in the county. Each of
these issues requires a community focus at the state and federal level over many years
and into the future. All of these issues, commonly held throughout the county would be
extremenly difficult to manage if dealing with nine different elected officials, three
at the state Assembly, three at the state Senate and three in the US House of
Representatives.
The Commission asked two questions regarding the current map and my responses follow:
I do not feel the commission has had enough testimony regarding the unique
characteristics of Yolo County.
To address the interests of Yolo County, the commission should:
Adjust districts so that all Yolo County residents are in the same Assembly Senate and
Congressional Districts to reflect the community of interest that is Yolo County.
Remove Davis and West Sacramento from the WESTSAC Assembly District and the
corresponding SACCITY Senate District and replace them in those districts with Galt and
Lodi.
Make other adjustments as needed to balance districts in the west.
Sincerely,
Larry Greene
Davis, CA

95616
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