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Dear Commissioners:

 
Brentwood Hills Homeowners Association ("BHHA") represents over 450 families residing in the Brentwood Hills neighborhood to the
west of Mandeville Canyon Road in the Brentwood neighborhood of west Los Angeles. We are writing in response to the latest versions
of the redistricting maps for the EVENT and LAPVB Districts.

 
We were surprised to see that the July 14, 2011, Working Draft Visualization would make Mandeville Canyon Road the dividing line
between the two proposed Senate Districts. We strongly oppose dividing the Brentwood Hills and the Upper and Lower Mandeville
Canyon communities -- encompassing over 1200 households -- down the middle along Mandeville Canyon Road. These communities
share a strong community of interest and work closely together to ensure the safety of our communities, to protect the precious
parkland and open space that make up the Santa Monica Mountains Recreation Area, and to achieve common objectives in terms of
traffic control and sensible development in our area.

 
After some confusion and consternation, we discovered that three different maps are provided on the www.wedrawthelines.com
website. Apparently, the two July 17, 2011, versions of the map would situate all of Mandeville Canyon within the LAPVB District. We
hope that the July 14 Mandeville Canyon Road dividing line was an oversight that will not be repeated in any future versions of the
map.  BHHA joins UMCA and MCA in taking exception to any version of the map that, like the July 14, 2011 version, would divide
Mandeville Canyon down the middle.

 
The LAPVB District presented in the July 17 maps, however, still fails to honor the established community of interest surrounding the
Santa Monica Mountains, and separates Brentwood from its closely aligned neighbor, Pacific Palisades, and most of the other areas
within the Santa Monica Mountains community of interest.

 
On May 20, 2011, UMCA and MCA submitted emails asking that the Commission, in drawing the maps for the Senate Districts, maintain
our Santa Monica Mountains “community of interest” so that the community comprised of Malibu-Topanga-Pacific Palisades-Santa
Monica-Brentwood-Encino-Sherman Oaks remains intact. This community of interest is essential for protecting the unique and recurring
issues confronting residents within the Santa Monica Mountains and watershed areas, with our shared interests in hillside issues,
including hillside stability, fire safety, flood control, the protection of open space, and public access to recreational trails in the Santa
Monica Mountains. All of these neighborhoods serve as points of entry to the Santa Monica Mountains National Recreation Area. This
community is also defined by the key transportation corridors of Pacific Coast Highway and the 405 and 101 Freeways. This east-west
mountain area community is the essential community of interest for all of us in the Malibu-Topanga-Pacific Palisades-Santa Monica-
Brentwood-Encino-Sherman Oaks region.

 
We therefore ask that the boundary of the EVENT District be redrawn in conformity with the Santa Monica Mountains community of
interest, encompassing Malibu-Topanga-Pacific Palisades-Santa Monica-Brentwood-Encino-Sherman Oaks. We note that the two
Assembly Districts noted as Assembly Southern CA Option 2, dated 7-18-11 would make up an appropriate Senate District for our area
(see below).

 
I am also attaching the thoughtful letter written by one of BHHA's members, John Given.  BHHA supports Mr. Given's suggestions and
asks that the Commission give them serious consideration.

 
Sincerely,

 

________________________________
Michael R. Leslie,

PRESIDENT, BRENTWOOD HILLS HOMEOWNERS ASSOCIATION  
 

These are called Assembly Southern California Op on 2 – date 7-18-11
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