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July 7, 2011 

  

Via electronic mail 

California Citizens Redistricting Commission 

901 P Street, Suite 154-A 

Sacramento, CA 95814 

  

   RE:   Comments About Visualizations for Alameda County Districts 

  

We, the undersigned, submit these comments in response to the Commission’s July 1, 2011 Assembly and 
Senate visualizations for Alameda County districts.  We make the following three comments about the 
Commission’s visualizations. 

  

1. The Assembly visualization shows Oakland in a district with Alameda and San Leandro.  As indicated 
in testimony previously submitted to the Commission, we believe that an Assembly district that includes 
Oakland should be drawn to respect a community of interest residing in Oakland flats, Alameda, 
Emeryville and parts of Berkeley that shares common socioeconomic interests.  Many residents of this 
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area rely on services provided by both government and community-based institutions that provides 
services across city lines, and have shared policy interests that would be best-served by having a 
common representative at all levels of government.  

  

2. Instead of being put with Oakland, San Leandro should be kept together with adjacent areas such as 
San Lorenzo, Cherryland, Ashland, Castro Valley, Hayward and Union City.  The residents of this area 
have similarities including high rates of being foreign-born, lower rates of English proficiency and 
common social and cultural ties.  These areas also have a shared history in that they were primarily 
agricultural 50 years ago and have since experienced similar patterns of development.  These interests 
would be best-served if the residents of San Leandro, San Lorenzo, Cherryland, Ashland, Castro 
Valley, Hayward and Union City have a common representative at all levels of government.  

  

3. The visualization shows that the City of Fremont continues to be split; as many members of the public 
have testified, Fremont should be united in one district.  Fragmentation of Fremont means 
fragmentation of Fremont’s large Asian American population.   

  

Respectfully, 

  

Albert Wang, Citizens for Better Community (Fremont based) 

Arnie Fong, Alameda resident and Oakland business owner 

Asian Pacific Islander American Public Affairs Association (APAPA) - Bay Area Chapter 

Cheng L. Liao, Chinese American Political Association (CAPA) Board Member 

David Kakishiba, Oakland Unified School District Board Member, Executive Director of the East Bay Asian 
Youth Center (EBAYC) 

Diane T. Chin, Oakland resident 

Emily Chang, East Bay Asian Voter Education Consortium (EBAVEC) 

Jean Fong, Alameda resident 

Jason E. Fong, Alameda business owner and resident 

Jennifer Neira Heystek, San Leandro Library-Historical Commissioner 

Jennifer Pae, Oakland resident, East Bay Asian Voter Education Consortium (EBAVEC) 

Kenneth Pon, Former San Leandro Unified School District Trustee 

Lillian Galedo, Executive Director Filipino Advocates for Justice 

Louis Heystek, Retired San Leandro Unified School District Trustee 
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Mike Katz-Lacabe, San Leandro School Board Trustee 

Pauline Russo Cutter, San Leandro City Councilmember, District 5 

Smita Nadia Hussain, Oakland resident 

Stephen Cassidy, San Leandro Mayor 

Suizi Lin, Hayward Attorney 

Tina Diep, Chinese Community Health Advocate, Asian Health Services 

  

*Titles and affiliations for identification purposes only. 
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July 7, 2011 
 
Via electronic mail 
California Citizens Redistricting Commission 
901 P Street, Suite 154-A 
Sacramento, CA 95814 
 
   RE: Comments About Visualizations for Alameda County Districts 
 
We, the undersigned, submit these comments in response to the Commission’s July 1, 2011 
Assembly and Senate visualizations for Alameda County districts.  We make the following three 
comments about the Commission’s visualizations. 
 

1. The Assembly visualization shows Oakland in a district with Alameda and San Leandro.  
As indicated in testimony previously submitted to the Commission, we believe that an 
Assembly district that includes Oakland should be drawn to respect a community of 
interest residing in Oakland flats, Alameda, Emeryville and parts of Berkeley that shares 
common socioeconomic interests.  Many residents of this area rely on services provided 
by both government and community-based institutions that provides services across city 
lines, and have shared policy interests that would be best-served by having a common 
representative at all levels of government. 

 
2. Instead of being put with Oakland, San Leandro should be kept together with adjacent 

areas such as San Lorenzo, Cherryland, Ashland, Castro Valley, Hayward and Union City.  
The residents of this area have similarities including high rates of being foreign-born, 
lower rates of English proficiency and common social and cultural ties.  These areas also 
have a shared history in that they were primarily agricultural 50 years ago and have since 
experienced similar patterns of development.  These interests would be best-served if the 
residents of San Leandro, San Lorenzo, Cherryland, Ashland, Castro Valley, Hayward 
and Union City have a common representative at all levels of government. 

 
3. The visualization shows that the City of Fremont continues to be split; as many members 

of the public have testified, Fremont should be united in one district.  Fragmentation of 
Fremont means fragmentation of Fremont’s large Asian American population.   

 
Respectfully, 
 
Albert Wang, Citizens for Better Community (Fremont based) 
Arnie Fong, Alameda resident and Oakland business owner 
Asian Pacific Islander American Public Affairs Association (APAPA) - Bay Area Chapter 
Cheng L. Liao, Chinese American Political Association (CAPA) Board Member 
David Kakishiba, Oakland Unified School District Board Member, Executive Director of the 

East Bay Asian Youth Center (EBAYC) 
Diane T. Chin, Oakland resident 
Emily Chang, East Bay Asian Voter Education Consortium (EBAVEC) 
Jean Fong, Alameda resident 
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Jason E. Fong, Alameda business owner and resident 
Jennifer Neira Heystek, San Leandro Library-Historical Commissioner 
Jennifer Pae, Oakland resident, East Bay Asian Voter Education Consortium (EBAVEC) 
Kenneth Pon, Former San Leandro Unified School District Trustee 
Lillian Galedo, Executive Director Filipino Advocates for Justice 
Louis Heystek, Retired San Leandro Unified School District Trustee 
Mike Katz-Lacabe, San Leandro School Board Trustee 
Pauline Russo Cutter, San Leandro City Councilmember, District 5 
Smita Nadia Hussain, Oakland resident 
Stephen Cassidy, San Leandro Mayor 
Suizi Lin, Hayward Attorney 
Tina Diep, Chinese Community Health Advocate, Asian Health Services 
 
*Titles and affiliations for identification purposes only. 




