
Subject: Public Comment: General Comment
From: Rod Johnson <
Date: Tue, 23 Aug 2011 09:08:19 +0000
To: 

From: Rod Johnson <
Subject: Fairness

Message Body:
As a Republican, I may not be to happy with some of the results, but overall you did a 
great job. It is as fair as possible.

--
This mail is sent via contact form on Citizens Redistricting Commission
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Subject: LeƩer from CRP Chairman Tom Del Beccaro
From: Mark Standriff <
Date: Tue, 23 Aug 2011 23:18:44 +0000
CC: "  <  "
<  "  <
"  <  "
<  "  <
"  <  "
<  "  

"  <
"  <
"  <  "
<  "  <
"  <  "
<  Daniel Claypool <  "
<  "  <

Dear Commissioners,

On behalf of CRP Chairman Tom Del Beccaro, please accept this leƩer for your immediate
consideraƟon. Thank you.
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My Best,
Mark Standriff
Communications Director
California Republican Party

 Work
 Cell

Twitter: @TheCommShop
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August 23, 2011

BY FACSIMILE TO COMMISSION AND 

COMMISSIONER PUBLIC EMAIL ADDRESSES

Honorable Commissioners

Citizens Redistricting Commission

901 P Street, Suite 154-A

Sacramento, CA 95814

Dear Commissioners:

     

We reviewed with interest your draft letter to the Attorney General concerning what the Commission believes should 

be the text of the referendum.  Your suggestion is that 40 Senate maps and explanatory material be included.  

     

The Commission was authorized by Article XXI, section 3(

g

) of the Constitution to “certify maps,” and the 

Commission indeed did just that on August 15, 2011.  

Your draft letter says that.  

You adopted a resolution for the 

Senate district map which you very specifically defined and that map is identified as a single page statewide map.  

 

However, you say more.

     

The week prior to your adoption of the map, I specifically inquired about what you considered the text of your work.  

(Attachment A.)  

Your counsel sent my counsel a very specific letter which stated that you would adopt a certified map 

and include additional materials including a report with appendices.  

(Attachment B.)   

You chose not to disclose 

any

 

document

s

 until the morning of August 15, 2011, in violation of the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act and certainly in a 

manner not consistent with advance public notice and disclosure.

     

The website lists the Senate certified map as distinct from the resolution, the report on all maps, and a series of six 

attachments.  When you open the electronic document described as the certified map, a series of electronic files are in 

a zip file, but only one is identified as the certified map, with a specific “hash tag” reference.  Th

e “resolution” with the 

map incorporated by reference

, in our view, is the “

map

” you 

certified. 

  Your reference to Senate maps is on your 

website, with the notation that “individual Senate maps provided courtesy of the Advancement Project” (a non-

governmental entity). 

 

These maps contain a legend different from that of the Resolution you adopted: 

 “

Created From CRC Certified Map: crc_20110815_senate_certified_statewide.zip. SHA-1: 

14cd4e126ddc5bdce946f67376574918f3082d6b. Map created by Healthy City, a project of the Advancement Project, 

August 2011. Created from CRC Certified Map: crc_20110815_senate_certi

fi

ed_statewide.zip SHA-1: 

14cd4e126ddc5bdce946f67376574918f3082d6b.

”

) 

     

With due respect, t

he Commission has no competence to opine on what is 

“

referendable

,

” 

 but only to 

execute what it 

believes the Constitution commands it to do, namely to 

“certify” a “map.”  The Commission’s

 opinion

 is not entitled to 

deference.  

 

Moreover, s

ince the Commission failed to respond in a helpful m

anner to the inquiry I had made and 

failed 

to adopt language similar to the legislative enactments in prior redistricting, the Commission

’s opinion is inconsistent 

with what it actually did

.  

     

Finally

, the Commission

’s draft letter smacks of 

an attempt to 

interfere with, and thwart

, 

the

 referendum

 process

.  The 

People authorized the Commission 

to adopt a Senate map 

and reserved the power of referendum, and the Commission 

has no ground to thwart popular overview by referendum.

     

     

     

     

     

     

Very truly yours,



     

     

     

     

     

     

Thomas G. Del Beccaro

     

     

     

     

     

     

Chairman

     

     

     

     

     

     

California Republican Party

Enclosures

 (Attachments A

 &

 B)

Cc:    Daniel Claypool, Executive Director

          Kirk Miller, Esq., General Counsel

          George Waters, Deputy Attorney General
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