
Although we gather virtually, it’s important 
that I acknowledge that myparents migrated 
from the villages of Leulumoega and 
Saleimoa in Samoa and settled in Long Beach 
which is home to the Tongva nations, the 
original stewards of this territory. I am 
committed to uplifting the name of these 
lands and community members from these 
Nations who reside alongside us.

Source: metzli projects



From Oceania 
to California

Citizens Redistricting Commission
November 6th, 2020

Presented by 
Tavae Samuelu, Associate Director



EPIC was established in 2009 by a group of young Pacific 
Islander (PI) leaders who recognized the urgency to address 
the growing needs of PI families.  With experiences ranging 
from grassroots organizing to higher education administration, 
these young leaders prioritized building a strong and unified 
advocacy voice for PIs; collecting disaggregated data that 
illustrated  the needs of PI families; and establishing a pipeline 
of strong leaders who can be advocates and influencers in, 
and on behalf of, the community.  



Terisa Siagatonu

When people ask me
where I’m from,
they don’t believe me
when I say water.



Source:
Native 
Hawaiians & 
Pacific Islanders
A Community Of 
Contrasts, 
Asian Americans 
Advancing 
Justice- LA and 
EPIC
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NATIVE HAWAIIANS &
PACIFIC ISLANDERS

 
 

Almost 361,000 living in CA in 2017. 

TOP 5 COUNTIES 

Los Angeles 67,844 

San Diego 37,312 

Sacramento 30.617 

Alameda 27,226 

Orange 24,234 

Source: Why the Census Matters for Asian American, Native Hawaiian, and Pacific Islander Communitiest 
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138% 

Population by Ethnic Group 
California 2010 

County Number 

Native Hawaiian 74,932

Samoan 60,876

Guamanian or Chamorro 44,425

Fijian 24,059

Tongan 22,893

Marshallese 1,761 

Palau an 1,404

Tahitian 969

Saipanese 168

Tokelauan 138

Yapese 138

Pohnpeian 108 

I 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Population Growth by Ethnic Group 
California 2000 to 2010 

Guamanian or

Nativ

Samoan 

Total Population 

U.S. Census Bureau, 2000 Census SF1, Tables Pl and PCT10: 2010 Census SF1, Tables Pl and PCT10. Note: Figures for 
ethnic groups excluded if (1) groups did not meet 2000 Census population threshold for reporting or (2) number less than 
100 in 2010. 

Source: Native Hawaiians & Pacific Islanders A Community Of Contrasts 2014



FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION GROWTH 
BY RACE & HISPANIC ORIGIN 
United States 2010 to 2017 

BLACK OR 
AFRICAN AMERICAN 

ASIAN AMERICAN 

PACIFIC ISLANDER 

TOTAL POPULATION 

AIAN 

WHITE 

LATINO 

12% 

11% 

10% 

6% 

5% 

FIGURE 2 

25% 

23% 

Source: Inside the Numbers: How Immigration Shapes Asian American and Pacific Islander Communities 



FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION BY ETHNIC GROUP 

United States 2017 FIGURE 5 FIGURE 5, CONTINUED 

Ethnic Group Number 

Indian 2,922,710 

Chinese 
(except 

Taiwanese) 
2,915,753 

Flllpino 1,894,566 
-

Vietnamese 1,215,401 
-

Korean 1,048,802 
-

Pakistani 326,153 

Japanese 324,269 

Thai 160,670 
-

Cambodian 150,765 

Burmese 145.l~
Nepalese 144,848 

j Ethnic Group j Number 

Bangladeshi 129,135 

Laotian 122,564 

Taiwanese 116,211 
-

Hmong 105,103 
-

Indonesian 55,773 
-

Samoan 9,489 

Guamanian or 
Chamorro 

5,951 

Native 
Hawaiian• 5,197 
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Source: Inside the Numbers: How Immigration Shapes Asian American and Pacific Islander Communities 



NHPI FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION, GROWTH 

Top States, 2010 to 2017 I Ranked by Population 
FIGURE 4 
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Number 

69,339 

... •._ 
0.7%

 
• 

G
a 

JQW
a a 

lb
• 

:
I

 
 

--

9% 

Hawai'i 21,575 8% -13% 

Washington 9,569 0.9% 22%
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Source: Inside the Numbers: How Immigration Shapes Asian American and Pacif ic Islander Communities 



LIMITED ENGLISH PROFICIENCY FOR THE 
FOREIGN-BORN POPULATION 5 YEARS & OLDER 

By Race, Hispanic Origin, and Ethnic Group, 2012-2016 

BURMESE 

VIETNAMESE 

AIAN 

LATINO 

CAMBODIAN 

CHINESE 
(EXCEPT TAIWANESE) 

KOREAN 

THAI 

HMONG 

LAOTIAN 

JAPANESE 

TOTAL POPULATION 

NEPALESE 

TAIWANESE 

BANGLADESHI 

ASIAN AMERICAN 

INDONESIAN 

PACIFIC ISLANDER 

BLACK OR 
AFRICAN AMERICAN 

WHITE 

PAKISTANI 

FILIPINO 

INDIAN 

45% 

44% 

43% 

FIGURE10 

69% 

69% 

52% 

FOREIGN-BORN PACIFIC ISLANDERS 
show limited english proficiency (LEP) 

Top Translation Needs in CA: 

Marshal Iese, Tongan, Samoan 

Source: Inside the Numbers: How Immigration Shapes Asian American and Pacific Islander Communities 



Language
Access

and
Justice

Language access is achieved 
when individuals with Limited 
English Proficiency (LEP) can 
communicate effectively with 
your program staff and 
participate in your programs 
and activities.

Language justice is the right 
everyone has to communicate in 
the language in which we feel 
most comfortable



Resources provided in: Chamorro, Chuukese, Marshallese, 
Native Hawaiian, Palauan, Tongan, Samoan, and Vakaviti.



Contact
Tavae Samuelu
Executive Director
tsamuelu@empoweredpi.org

Follow us:

facebook.com/ElevateYourVoice

@EmpoweredPI

@EmpoweredPI

mailto:tsamuelu@empoweredpi.org
http://facebook.com/ElevateYourVoice
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