
Legal Requirements for Designing Public Input Meetings 
 

Article XXI of the California Constitution, Section 2 

 

(b). The commission shall: (1) conduct an open and transparent process enabling full public 

consideration of and comment on the drawing of district lines; (2) draw district lines according to 

the redistricting criteria specified in this article; and (3) conduct themselves with integrity and 

fairness. 

 

California Government Code 8253  

 

(a) The activities of the Citizens Redistricting Commission are subject to all of the following: 

(1) The commission shall comply with the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act (Article 9 

(commencing with Section 11120) of Chapter 1 of Part 1 of Division 3), or its successor. The 

commission shall provide not less than 14 days’ public notice for each meeting held for the 

purpose of receiving public input testimony, except that meetings held in August in the year 

ending in the number one may be held with three days’ notice. 

(2) The records of the commission pertaining to redistricting and all data considered by the 

commission are public records that will be posted in a manner that ensures immediate and 

widespread public access. 

(3) Commission members and staff may not communicate with or receive communications about 

redistricting matters from anyone outside of a public hearing. This paragraph does not prohibit 

communication between commission members, staff, legal counsel, and consultants retained by 

the commission that is otherwise permitted by the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act or its 

successor outside of a public hearing. 

(7) The commission shall establish and implement an open hearing process for public input and 

deliberation that shall be subject to public notice and promoted through a thorough outreach 

program to solicit broad public participation in the redistricting public review process. The 

hearing process shall include hearings to receive public input before the commission draws any 

maps and hearings following the drawing and display of any commission maps. In addition, 

hearings shall be supplemented with other activities as appropriate to further increase 

opportunities for the public to observe and participate in the review process. The commission 

shall display the maps for public comment in a manner designed to achieve the widest public 

access reasonably possible. Public comment shall be taken for at least 14 days from the date of 

public display of the first preliminary statewide maps of the congressional, State Senatorial, 

Assembly, and State Board of Equalization districts, which shall be publicly displayed no later 

than July 1 in each year ending in the number one. The commission shall not display any other 

map for public comment during the 14-day period. The first preliminary statewide maps and all 

subsequent statewide maps shall comply, to the extent practicable, with the criteria set forth in 

subdivision (d) of Section 2 of Article XXI of the California Constitution1. Public comment shall 

be taken for at least seven days from the date of public display of any subsequent preliminary 

 
1 This section is the prioritized list of six criteria for drawing districts. 



statewide maps and for at least three days from the date of public display of any final statewide 

maps. 

 

Mapping Phase Public Comment Period 

First Preliminary Maps 14 days (no other maps may be displayed 

during this period) 

Subsequent Preliminary Maps 7 days 

Final Maps 3 days 
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